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BOROUGH  OF  BOOTLE. 


Health  Department, 

Trinity  Road, 

April  15th,  1909. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Education  Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  First  Annual  Report  on  the  work  carried  out 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Education  (Administrative  Provisions)  Act,  of 
1907,  with  reference  to  the  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  in  Bootle 
during  the  year  1908. 

As  far  as  possible,  the  Report  has  been  framed  upon  the  plan  suggested 
by  the  Board  of  Education  in  their  Circular  dated  the  17th  August,  1908. 

Much  time  has  been  occupied  in  organising  the  work  and  in  arranging 
matters  on  a working  basis. 

The  resignation  of  my  colleague,  Dr.  Beard,  four  months  after  his 
appointment,  also  retarded  progress  to  some  extent,  until  his  successor,  Dr. 
Stitt,  took  up  his  duties  in  June. 

Since  his  appointment,  the  latter  gentleman  has  done  valuable  work. 
His  singular  aptitude  in  at  once  gaining  the  confidence  of  the  children 
examined,  has  been  of  great  benefit  in  disarming  much  of  the  opposition  to 
the  medical  inspection,  which  otherwise  might  have  existed. 

I have  also  to  here  record  my  thanks  for  the  ready  and  courteous  manner 
in  which  Dr.  Stitt  has  supplied  any  information,  connected  with  his  duties, 
which  I required  during  the  compilation  of  this  report. 

During  the  year  1908  the  Medical  Officers  were  able  to  make  a systematic 
examination  of  1,565  children. 

The  details  of  the  work  carried  out  have  been  recorded  as  clearly  as 
possible  in  the  accompanying  report. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  DALEY, 

Medical  Officer. 
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BOROUGH  OF  BOOTLE. 

♦ 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1908, 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

TO  THE 

EDUCATION  COMMITTEE, 


♦ 

Circular  596  of  the  Board  of  Education  contains  specific  instructions  as 
to  the  matters  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  in  his  Annual 
Report  to  the  Local  Education  Authority. 

As  this  report  is  also  for  the  information  of  the  Board  of  Education  it 
includes  statements  of  local  circumstances  and  conditions  which  would  be 
superfluous  if  only  intended  for  the  information  of  the  Local  Authority. 

In  compliance  with  these  instructions,  I submit  the  following  account  of 
the  work  done  during  the  year  1908  with  respect  to  the  Medical  Inspection  of 
School  Children. 

There  are  eleven  Elementary  Day  Schools  in  the  Borough,  giving  accom- 
modation for  nearly  11,500  children,  the  average  attendance  being 
10,000. 


over 
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APPOINTMENT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICERS. 

The  Education  Committee  adopted  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Education 
and  recommended  the  Council  to  appoint  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  the 
School  Medical  Officer  ; the  salary  being  fixed  at  £25  per  annum. 

As  the  duties  to  be  performed  were  obviously  more  than  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  could  undertake  unaided,  an  additional  Medical  Officer  was 
at  the  same  time  appointed  at  a salary  of  £150  per  annum,  to  devote  only  a 
part  of  his  time  to  school  work  ; the  remainder  being  occupied  as  Surgeon  to 
the  Police  and  Fire  Brigade,  for  which  additional  remuneration  is  paid. 


The  duties  assigned  to  the  School  Medical  Officers  are  as  follows : — 


(a)  Duties  of  Dk.  Daley,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1.  Dr.  Daley  shall  be  held  responsible  for  the  supervision  of  such 
medical  assistance  as  may  be  needed  to  carry  out  the  medical  inspection  of 
children  in  the  public  elementary  schools,  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Education  (Administrative  Provisions)  Act,  1907,  and  of  the 
Board  of  Education  thereunder. 

2.  He  shall  present  an  annual  report  made  up  to  the  end  of  the  calendar 
year,  dealing  with  the  work  done  during  the  year,  with  full  statistics. 

8.  On  the  outbreak  of  any  serious  epidemic  of  infectious  disease  in  any 
of  the  schools,  he  shall  report  to  the  Elementary  Education  Sub-Committee, 
and  take  the  necessary  steps  to  deal  with  the  epidemic. 

4.  He  shall,  when  required,  report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  any  or 
all  of  the  schools. 

5.  He  shall  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Education  Committee,  and  when 
required,  any  of  its  Sub-Committees. 
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(/>)  Duties  of  Additional  Officer  Appointed. 

*1.  Dr.  Stitt  shall  make  a systematic  examination  of  the  children 
attending  the  schools,  under  the  control  of  the  Education  Committee,  and  keep 
the  records  prescribed  in  the  schedule  of  medical  inspection  (accompanying 
Circular  582  of  the  Board  of  Education).  All  weights  and  measurements  to 
be  according  to  the  metric  system. 

2.  He  shall,  whero  necessary,  instruct  the  teacher  assisting,  in  order  to 
equip  such  teacher  with  the  requisite  knowledge  to  assist  with  the  medical 
inspection  of  the  children.  A week’s  notice  to  be  given  to  head  teachers  of  an 
intended  general  inspection. 

3.  He  shall  have  power  to  exclude  children  from  school  on  medical 
grounds. 

4.  He  shall  inspect  the  school  rooms  and  premises  and  report  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  anything  which  in  his  opinion  may  prejudicially 
affect  the  health  of  the  children,  particular  attention  being  paid  to  ventilation, 
lighting,  heating  and  cleanliness,  and  recommend  such  steps  to  be  taken  as 
may  be  necessary. 

5.  He  shall,  when  required,  attend  the  meetings  of  any  of  the  Sub- 
Committees  and  meetings  of  managers  of  Council  schools. 

G.  He  shall  make  a careful  record  of  all  work  done. 

7.  He  shall  make  periodical  reports  to  the  Elementary  Education  Sub- 
Committee,  and  such  reports  shall  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer. 

8.  He  shall  perform  any  other  duties  as  from  time  to  time  ordered  by 
the  Education  Committee. 


* So  far,  the  Education  Committee  have  limited  the  inspection  to  children 
entering  upon  their  school  career,  and  to  those  leaving  school. 


GENERAL  REVIEW  OF  THE  HYGIENIC  CONDITIONS 
PREVALENT  IN  THE  SCHOOLS. 


A complete  examination  of  the  hygienic  conditions  existing  at  each  of  the 
eleven  schools  in  the  Borough  has  not  been  possible,  owing  to  the  large 
amount  of  time  taken  up  in  formulating  a suitable  scheme  for  the  medical 
inspection  of  the  scholars. 

It  was  recognised  at  the  outset  that  the  report  on  any  particular  school 
should  be  complete,  so  that  the  expenditure  required  to  place  the  whole  of  the 
school  buildings  in  a good  sanitary  condition  could  be  definitely  arrived  at. 

So  far  as  the  hygienic  conditions  of  the  school  rooms  are  concerned,  those 
iu  two  schools  only,  have  been  examined,  and  the  report  has  yet  to  be 
considered  by  the  Education  Committee. 

With  respect  to  the  general  sanitary  conditions  of  four  of  the  schools,  an 
exhaustive  report  was  submitted  to  the  Education  Committee  on  the  20th 
November,  1008.  This  report  was  referred  to  the  Borough  Engineer  for  his 
observations  thereon.  Some  of  the  urgent  matters  were  attended  to  at  once. 
The  remainder  of  the  report  had  not,  up  to  the  29th  March,  1909,  been 
considered  by  the  Education  Committee,  who  await  the  observations  of  the 
Engineer. 
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Statement  of  the  extent  to  which  the  Board  s Schedule  of  Medical 
Inspection  has  not  been  followed  and  the  reasons  for  such  departure. 

The  following  is  the  form  of  schedule  suggested  by  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. 

SCHEDULE  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 


I.  —Name Date  of  Birth 

Address - School 

II.  — Personal  History  ; 


(a)  Previous  Illnesses  of  Child  (before  admission). 


Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Chickenpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Other  Illnesses 

(b)  Family  Medical  History  (if  exceptional). 


I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

i. 

ii. 

hi. 

1.  Date  of  Inspection 

2.  Standard  and  Regularity 

of  Attendance 

3.  Age  of  Child 

4.  Clothing  and  footgear  - 
[III. — General  Conditions.  ] 

5.  Height  - 

6.  Weight  - 

7.  Nutrition 

8.  Cleanliness  and  con- 

dition of  skin. 

Head 

Body 

[IV. — Special  Conditions.] 

9.  Teeth  - 

10.  Nose  and  throat  - 

Tonsils  - 
Adenoids 

Submax.  and  cervi- 
cal glands  - 

11.  External  eye  disease 

12.  Vision  - 

R. 

L. 

13.  Ear  disease 

14.  Hearing 

15.  Speech 

16.  Mental  condition 

[V. — Disease  or  Deformity.] 

17.  Heart  and  circulation 

18.  Lungs 

19.  Nervous  system  - 

20.  Tuberculosis 

21.  Rickets 

22.  Deformities,  Spinal 

Disease,  &o. 

23.  Infectious  or  conta- 

gious disease  - 

24.  Other  disease  or  defect 

Medical  Officer’s  initials 

General  observations. 


Directions  to  Parent  or  Teacher. 

It  was  considered  advisable  to  alter  and  to  supplement  the  Board’s 
schedule  in  some  respects  so  as  to  facilitate  the  compilation  of  statistics,  and 
to  obtain  useful  additional  information. 
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The  following  schedule  was  submitted  to  and  adopted  by  the  Education 
Committee. 


2  3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  A B C D E 

BOROUGH  OF  BOOTLE. 

Schedule  of  Medical  Inspection. 


PARENT  PRESENT? 


I 

Name 

Surname  first 

Date  of  Birth 

Address 

School 

PERSONAL  HISTORY. 

II 

Illness  of  child  before 

Illness  of  child  since 

admission 

o.dmission 

A 

Measles 

B 

Scarlet  Fever 

C 

Diphtheria 

D 

Whooping  Cough 

E 

Chickenpox 

Other  illness 

FAMILY  MEDICAL  HISTORY 

(if  exceptional) 

SCHOOL  No. 


CHILD  No. 


GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS 


DIRECTIONS  TO  PARENTS  OR 
TEACHERS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


1 Date  of  inspection  - 

2 Standard 
2a Regularity  of  Attendance 

3 Age  - - 

4 Height  - * 

5 Weight  - 

6 Cleanliness  and  Condition 

of  Skin 
6a  Head 
fib  Body 

7 Clothing 
7a  Footgear 

8 External  Eye.  Disease 

9 Vision  - 

E 

L 

10  Nutrition 

11  Teeth 

12  Nose 


II 


G{r 

S{ 

B{? 


Ill 


IV 


1 2a  Throat  « s 

12b  Tonsils 
12c  Adenoids  - 

12d  Subniax  and  Cervical 
Glands  = - 

13  Ear  Disease 

14  Hearing  - 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

15  Speech 

16  Mental  Condition 

17  Heart  and  Circulation 

18  Lungs 

19  Nervous  System 

20  Tuberculosis 

21  Rickets 

22  Deformities,  Spinal 

Disease,  etc.  - 

23  Infectious  or  Contagious 

Disease  - 

24  Other  Disease  or  Defect 

Medical  Officer’s  Initials  - 


II 


III 


IV 
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It  will  be  noted  that  on  the  form  I recommended  for  adoption,  both  the 
school  number  and  the  number  opposite  the  child’s  name  on  the  school 
register  is  to  be  recorded.  This  alteration  was  necessary  in  order  to  prevent 
confusion  with  reference  to  children  bearing  the  same  name.  Each  child  has 
a special  number  on  the  school  register,  and  by  recording  this  number  on  the 
inspection  card  errors  as  to  the  identity  of  any  particular  child  are  obviated. 

PERSONAL  HISTORY. 

In  addition  to  information  as  to  the  illnesses  from  which  a child  may 
have  suffered  before  admission  to  school,  it  was  considered  an  advantage  to 
also  record  the  illnesses  contracted  during  its  school  career.  By  doing  so, 
valuable  information,  in  an  easily  tabulated  form,  will,  in  future  years,  be  at 
the  disposal  of  the  school  authorities,  so  that  preventive  measures,  where 
these  are  found  possible,  can  be  formulated. 

With  respect  to  the  remaining  portions  of  the  Board’s  suggested  schedule 
the  original  plan  has  been  adopted  wherever  possible.  The  details  of  the 
results  of  inspection  are  grouped  by  the  Board  under  24  headings.  It  has 
been  found  necessary,  in  order  to  avoid  confusion  in  the  compilation  of 
statistics,  to  make  the  following  alterations  : — 

The  heading  relating  to  “ Standard  and  Regularity  of  Attendance  ” has 
been  subdivided.  The  reason  for  this  was  that  an  adverse  remark  might  be 
necessary  under  one  portion  of  this  heading  and  not  under  the  other  part. 
These  circumstances  would  require  an  explanatory  note  to  be  made  on  the 
very  limited  space  reserved  for  this  item,  increasing  the  clerical  work,  and 
leading  to  complications  when  compiling  statistics. 

The  same  remark  equally  applies  to  the  heading,  “ Clothing  and  Foot- 
gear.” Many  children  have  unsatisfactory  footgear,  whose  clothing  could 
not  be  objected  to. 

By  these  alterations  it  has  been  made  possible  for  the  inspecting  officer 
to  more  easily  record  any  defect  and  to  reduce  the  making  of  explanatory 
notes  to  a minimum. 

It  will  be  observed  that  on  the  upper  part  of  one  side  of  the  card  the 
figures  2 to  24  and  the  letters  A to  E have  been  printed. 

I recommended  this  to  be  done  in  order  to  facilitate  indexing.  A metal 
tab  bearing  the  corresponding  number  or  letter  is  fixed  over  that  on  the  card 
if  any  defect,  previous  illness,  or  abnormality  is  reported. 
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As  all  corresponding  numbers  are,  by  this  method,  arranged  in  a single 
row  it  is  possible  to  compile  the  statistics  for  most  purposes  without  taking 
the  cards  out  of  the  drawer  in  which  they  are  kept,  thus  reducing  this  portion 
of  the  work  by  more  than  50  per  cent. 

STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  ASSISTANCE  GIVEN  TO  THE  SCHOOL 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  BY  TEACHERS  OR  BY  OTHER  PERSONS. 


A teacher  is  always  present  whilst  the  children  are  being  medically 
examined.  They  assist  the  parents  in  partly  undressing  and  dressing  the 
children  and  enter  the  name,  address,  and  age,  on  the  medical  inspection 
card.  The  teachers  also  ascertain  the  previous  illnesses  of  the  scholar  before 
admission  to  school  and  enter  the  information  on  the  inspection  card. 

Ill  many  schools  the  heights  and  weights  of  the  children  are  taken  and 
entered  on  the  card  by  the  teachers  before  the  medical  inspection  begins. 

The  work  has  been  carried  out  without  the  slightest  suggestion  of 
friction.  The  teachers  deserve  praise  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  co- 
operated with  the  School  Medical  Officer,  who  has  been,  in  consequence,  able 
to  carry  out  his  duties  with  comfort  and  with  dispatch. 


METHOD  ADOPTED  TO  SECURE  THE  PRESENCE  OF  PARENTS 
AT  THE  INSPECTION,  AND  THEIR  CO-OPERATION  IN  THE 
SUBSEQUENT  TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS,  TOGETHER 
WITH  A REVIEW  OF  THE  EFFECT  OF  SUCH 

METHODS. 


The  following  is  a copy  of  the  form  sent  out  by  the  teacher  to  the  parent 
in  order  to  secure  the  latter’s  presence  at  the  medical  inspection  : — 


N ame 


BOOTLE  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Class  

Date 

Hour  

Parent  Present 


Education  Act,  1907. 


THE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  of 

will  take  place 

at  the School 

on the 19 

at m. 


THE  PARENTS  ARE  INVITED  TO  BE  PRESENT. 
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During  the  year  1908,  the  children  examined  numbered  1,5G5.  In  943 
instances  (60  per  cent.)  the  parents  accepted  the  invitation  to  be  present  at  the 
medical  inspection.  In  these  cases,  the  examining  officer,  Dr.  Stitt,  had  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  to  and  enlisting  the  co-operation  of  the  person 
responsible  for  the  child’s  welfare  in  the  subsequent  treatment  of  the  defects 
reported. 

At  the  medical  examination,  in  the  case  of  leaving  boys  and  girls,  the 
parents,  although  invited,  were  rarely  present,  being  probably  of  opinion  that 
these  children  were  themselves  capable  of  giving  the  necessary  information. 
The  attendance  of  the  mothers  in  the  mornings  was  not  so  good  as  in  the 
afternoons,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  being  more  fully  engaged  in  domestic  duties 
during  the  early  part  of  the  day. 

In  specially  urgent  cases  where  the  presence  of  the  parent  was  considered 
important  a School  Attendance  Officer  called  at  the  home  of  the  child  in  order 
to  induce  the  parent  to  attend. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  verbal  instructions  only  were  given,  but  towards 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  a note  was  also  given  or  sent  to  the  parent,  stating 
the  nature  of  the  defect,  if  this  was  considered  to  require  skilled  treatment  by 
a medical  practitioner. 


The  following  forms  were  used  for  this  purpose : — 


No 

No 

= : 

Bootle 

BOOTLE  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

£ 

^ • 

c : 

Cj 

Education  Committee. 

© ! 
.2 

• 

o 

£ : 

Notice  of  Need  for  Medical  Treatment. 

«-*-4  • 

o : 

DEFECT. 

a,  <d 

To  the  Parents  or  Guardians  of 

§ • so 

The  Medical  Officer  having  examined  this 

S oQ 

© o 

Name  
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BAD  TEETH. 


To  the  Parents  or  Guardians  of 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Schools  finds  your 
child  to  be  suffering  from  the  above  defect 
and  that  immediate  treatment  is  required — 
otherwise  the  child’s  health  will  suffer. 

Please  sign  and  return  attached  slip. 
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CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS  IN  SUBSEQUENT  TREATMENT 

OF  DEFECTS. 

Speaking  generally,  it  appears  that  the  parents  of  the  poorer  children  do 
not  carry  out  the  recommendations  or  advice  of  the  School  Medical  Officer, 
where  doing  so  would  entail  a financial  outlay.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
parents  of  children  in  fairly  good  circumstances  do,  in  an  appreciable  number 
of  cases,  act  upon  the  advice  given  them,  and  either  consult  their  own  doctor 
or  take  the  child  to  a hospital. 

As  a rule,  however,  the  parents  readily  promise  to  have  the  defects 
attended  to,  and  in  minor  matters  something  is  done.  This  is  especially 
noticeable  with  respect  to  cleanliness  and  the  condition  of  the  head  and  body. 
Of  the  152  children  adversely  reported  upon  in  this  particular,  102,  repre- 
senting 67  per  cent,  of  the  total,  were  attended  to.  In  this  connection,  the 
Lady  Health  Visitors  have  assisted  the  Medical  Officers  very  much  by  paying 
repeated  visits  to  the  homes  of  dirty  and  verminous  children,  and  in  attempting 
to  inculcate  in  the  minds  of  careless  parents  what  the  word  cleanliness  means. 

The  Board  of  Education  lays  great  stress  on  the  importance  of  homo 
visiting,  and  in  Circular  576  states  that — “ One  of  the  main  objects  of  the 
new  legislation  is  to  stimulate  a sense  of  duty  in  matters  affecting  health  in  the 


14 


homes  of  the  people,  to  enlist  the  best  services  and  interest  of  the  parents  and 
to  educate  their  sense  of  responsibility  for  the  hygiene  of  their  children.  The 
increased  work  undertaken  by  the  State  for  the  individual  will  mean  that  the 
parents  have  not  to  do  less  for  themselves  and  their  children,  but  more.  It 
is  in  the  home,  in  fact,  that  both  the  seed  and  the  fruit  of  public  health  are 
to  be  found.” 

DISTURBANCE  OF  SCHOOL  ARRANGEMENT  INVOLVED 

BY  INSPECTION. 

In  the  Council  Schools,  as  the  private  room  of  the  head  teacher  is  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  examining  officer,  no  disturbance  of  school  arrangements 
occurs.  In  the  voluntary  schools,  however,  a private  room  is  not  provided  for 
such  teachers,  and  it  is  here  necessary  to  utilize  a small  classroom,  the  children 
usually  occupying  that  room  being  removed  to  some  other  portion  of  the 
school  premises. 

NUMBER  OF  VISITS  PAID  TO  SCHOOLS  AND  DEPARTMENTS. 

For  the  purpose  of  medically  inspecting  the  children  103 

>,  ,,  ,,  ,,  giving  instructions  to  teachers  with  refe- 
rence to  such  inspections  ...  ...  20 

,,  ,>  ,,  ,,  supervising  the  disinfection  and  cleansing 

of  the  schools  ...  ...  ...  15 

)>  » ».  >>  inspecting  children  suspected  to  be 

suffering  from  infectious  disease  ...  35 

>)  )>  " )>  ,,  re-examining  children  in  order  to  learn 

what  results  followed  the  recom- 
mendations given  to  parents...  ...  24 

j)  >>  n » examining  school  buildings  with  reference 

to  lighting,  heating,  sanitary  accom- 
modation   30 
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PRINCIPLE  OF  SELECTION  OF  CHILDREN  FOR  INSPECTION. 

All  children  commencing  their  school  life  during  1908  have  been 
examined.  In  July,  1908,  the  Education  Committee  directed  that  children 
leaving  school  should  also  be  medically  inspected.  Both  these  instructions 
have  been  carried  out. 

CHILDREN  REFERRED  FOR  SUBSEQUENT  EXAMINATION. 

The  examining  officer  found  this  was  only  necessary  in  such  cases  as 
defects  of  vision,  and  in  these  the  parents  were  advised  to  take  the  children  to 
a specialist.  169  defects  of  vision  were  reported,  and  81,  representing  18  per 
cent,  of  the  total,  received  treatment. 


AVERAGE  TIME  PER  HEAD  OCCUPIED  BY  INSPECTION. 

The  average  time  is  about  eight  minutes.  The  examination  of  a normal 
child  only  occupies  a few  minutes,  but  in  one  suffering  from  some  defect  a 
much  longer  time  is  necessary. 

From  the  following  table  it  will  he  noted  that  of  the  1,565  children 
examined,  976,  or  62  per  cent,  were  adversely  reported  upon.  Many  of  the 
departures  from  the  normal  were  not  serious  and  could  easily  he  remedied 
provided  the  advice  given  to  the  parents  by  the  medical  examiner  bo  followed. 
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NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  IN  RESPECT  OF  WHOM  DIRECTIONS  WERE 

STATEMENT  OF  SUCH  DEFECTS 


R — Reported.  T — Treated.  ex — Excluded. 


Corresponding  number  on  inspection  curd 
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7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1 12 

12 

12 

12 

School 

Total  number 
of  children 
inspected 

Number  of 
children  found 
with  defects 

Percentage  of 
children 
with  defects 

Cleanliness  and 
condition  of 
skin,  head 
and  body 

Clothing  and 
footgear 

External  eye 

disease 

Vision 

Nutrition 

Teeth 

Nose 

Throat  > 

Tonsils 

Adenoids  o 

R 

T 

R | 

T 

R | T 

R | 

T 

R 

T 

R 

T 

R 

1 T 

R 
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R 

T | R 
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Infants — 

Bedford  Road 

118 

73 

6L8 

6 

6 

3 

15 

6 

1 

12 

6 

26 

1 

3 

1 

4 

1 

30 

14 

4 

Salisbury  Road... 

161 

89 

55  2 

12 

12 

13 

8 

5 

10 

5 

13 

. . . 

6 

7 

:: 

19 

6 

, , 

Hawthorne  Road 

108 

44 

40-7 

5 

5 

8 

10 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

16 

1 

7 

3 

12 

3 

Gray  Street 

213 

142 

66  6 

10 

7 

12 

27 

11 

20 

. . . 

10 

5 

55 

7 

4 

13 

5 

49 

23 

Linacre  Lane 

120 

53 

44  1 

11 

11 

18 

4 

1 

5 

1 

12 

G 

32 

1 

8 

4 

4 

1 

23 

9 

St.  Mary’s 

114 

91 

79-8 

26 

26 

52 

4 

1 

1 

16 

12 

12 

2 

7 

3 

21 

1 

15 

1 

St.  John’s 

86 

62 

72-0 

27 

10 

35 

2 

2 

1 

8 

6 

19 

16 

8 

5 

2 

14 

7 

1 

Christ  Church 

89 

28 

31-4 

3 

3 

1 

1 

i 

3 

9 

4 

2 

9 

1 

2 

25 

5 

St.  Janies’ 

104 

82 

78-8 

5 

5 

24 

19 

5 

10 

14 

23 

3 

25 

9 

St.  James’  Select 

22 

9 

40-9 

3 

1 

7 

... 

i 

2 

St.  Wiuefride’s... 

58 

51 

87-9 

36 

6 

51 

7 

1 

5 

2 

29 

7 

22  * 

17 

7 

, , 

5 

16 

Girls — 

Bedford  Road 

16 

10 

62-5 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Salisbury  Road... 

28 

21 

75-0 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

14 

1 

8 

4 

i 

5 

1 

Hawthorne  Road 

10 

6 

60-0 

. • . 

. . . 

1 

2 

4 

i 

4 

Gray  Street 

12 

12 

100-0 

5 

2 

6 

5 

Linacre  Lane 

28 

19 

67-8 

8 

5 

7 

6 

6 

St.  Mary’s 

14 

11 

78-5 

1 

5 

1 

2 

1 

6 

i 

1 

St.  John’s 

21 

15 

7L4 

1 

1 

1 

9 

3 

2 

2 

5 

3 

i 

4 

Christ  Church 

5 

3 

60  0 

1 

St.  James’  Select 

5 

3 

60  0 

1 

1 

1 

St.  Winefride’s  .. 

20 

17 

85  0 

1 

1 

4 

1 

12 

2 

2 

i 

1 

St.  James’ 

33 

20 

60  6 

1 

1 

6 

4 

8 

8 

1 

3 

1 

7 

2 

Boys — 

Bedford  Road 

17 

11 

64-7 

4 

1 

2 

3 

2 

5 

Salisbury  Road... 

14 

9 

64-2 

2 

1 

5 

2 

4 

1 

Hawthorne  Road 

14 

5 

35  7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

o 

4 

2 

Gray  Street 

13 

9 

69-2 

2 

5 

1 

1 

3 

Linacre  Lane 

40 

22 

55-0 

1 

1 

9 

4 

1 

1 

10 

1 

2 

7 

2 

2 

St.  Mary’s 

37 

26 

70-2 

1 

1 

5 

1 

16 

3 

2 

1 

13 

5 

1 

Christ  Church 

14 

9 

64-2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

4 

St.  Winefride’s... 

14 

9 

64-2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

7 

i 

1 

St.  James’ 

17 

14 

82-3 

3 

3 

9 

8 

1 

3 

3 

i 

1 

1 

... 

1565 

975 

62-3 

152 

102 

253 

114 

42 

169 

31 

128 

65 

310 

25 

74 

26 

61 

19 

293 

5 

113 

6 

The  total  defects  in  the  975  children  amounted  to  2,383. 
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GIVEN  FOR  TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS,  INCLUDING  A CLASSIFIED 
AND  THE  NUMBER  ATTENDED  TO. 
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14 
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3 
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38 
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24 
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9 

2 

9 

6 

6 

5 

12 

3 

. . 

6 

7 

1 

1 

1 
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3 
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39 
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9 

2 

•> 

2 

12 

5 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

96 

26 
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12 

6 

3 

3 

5 

3 

22 

8 

1 

1 

6 

8 

1 

1 

6 

2 
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53 
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2 

1 

3 

2 

4 

2 

5 

3 

2 

2 

6 

4 
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34 
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8 

7 

2 

1 

8 

2 

1 

18 

4 

2 

2 

1 

17 

4 

3 

2 
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56 

24-7 

4 

6 

2 

4 

3 

3 

14 

6 

4 

1 

4 

3 
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40 

22-6 

19 

2 

1 

l 

3 

3 

79 

12 
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27 

7 

4 

1 

1 

1 
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7 

3 

3 

2 

6 

6 
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4 

1 

1 

18 

2 
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1 
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13 

1 

7 

10 
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1 

10 

2 

4 

l 
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5 
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1 
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2 
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15-2 

1 

1 

j 

1 

] 

1 

12 

6 

50  0 

15 

2 

13-3 
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32 
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GENERAL  REVIEW  OF  THE  FACTS  DISCLOSED  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

In  order  to  more  clearly  demonstrate  the  number,  and  the  importance  of  the  defects 
found  in  the  children,  the  following  chart  has  been  prepared.  This  shows  the  total  defects 
reported  (black  columns)  and  those  remedied  (red  columns)  for  each  of  the  items  numbered 
6 to  24  on  the  medical  inspection  card. 
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NOSE,  THROAT,  TONSILS,  ADENOIDS  AND  NECK  GLANDS. 

It  will  be  at  once  seen  that  adenoids  and  enlarged  tonsils  bead  the  list 
with  406  defects,  and  that  out  of  this  very  large  number  only  11  cases  were 
treated. 

Surgical  interference  has  not  been  recommended  in  the  majority  of  cases 
of  enlarged  tonsils  in  infants,  as  this  condition  has  a marked  tendency  to 
improve  as  the  child  grows  older.  The  breathing  and  other  school  exercises 
are  important  factors  from  a curative  point  of  view. 

With  respect  to  adenoids,  113  children  were  adversely  reported  upon,  and 
at  least  30  of  these  required  urgent  surgical  operation.  Many  promises  were 
made  by  the  parents  to  have  their  children  attended  to.  Tbe  promises, 
however,  were  rarely  carried  out.  In  only  6 cases  was  the  advice  of  the 
medical  examiner  followed. 

In  cases  of  nasal  catarrh,  simple  laryngitis,  &c.,  where  home  treatment 
is  effective,  some  cures  have  been  brought  about. 

Enlarged  neck  glands  (cervical  and  submaxillary)  were  found  in  181 
cases.  A large  number  of  these  was  due  to  the  verminous  condition  of  the 
head,  and  after  suitable  treatment,  cures  were  effected.  In  the  remaining 
cases  no  surgical  operation,  beyond  the  extraction  of  carious  teeth  and  the 
removal  of  adenoids,  was  recommended. 

TEETH. 

In  tabulating  the  statistics  for  teeth  it  was  found  necessary  to  adopt  some 
definite  plan  in  addition  to  noting  the  general  condition  and  cleanliness  of 
temporary  and  permanent  teeth  and  amount  of  decay. 

The  method  adopted  has  been  to  classify  the  teeth  as — 

(1)  Good.  (2)  Savable.  (8)  Bad. 

Temporary.  Permanent.  Temporary.  Permanent.  Temporary.  Permanent. 

Very  few  children  were  found  possessing  a sound  set  of  teeth.  A still 
larger  number  had  defective  teeth,  which  could  be  classified  under  the  second 
heading. 

310  children,  or  nearly  20  per  cent,  of  the  total  examined,  were  found  to 
have  bad  teeth.  Any  child  possessing  four  or  more  of  such  teeth  beyond 
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repair  was  placed  under  the  third  heading.  In  these,  extraction  was  recom- 
mended, but  in  only  25  cases,  or  B per  cent.,  was  the  advice  carried  out. 
Many  parents  refused  to  employ  a dentist  because  the  child  did  not  complain 
of  toothache,  or,  that  they  thought  the  defective  teeth  would  come  out  them- 
selves in  good  time.  I am  informed  that  in  the  lectures  on  personal  hygiene 
the  importance  of  cleanliness  of  the  teeth  and  the  daily  use  of  the  tooth-brush 
is  impressed  upon  the  children.  The  result  of  such  teaching  as  revealed  by 
medical  inspection  is  discouraging.  Probably,  if  what  is  termed  “ tooth  drill  ” 
was  properly  organised  and  carried  out  in  the  schools,  the  results  would  more 
than  compensate  for  the  trouble  involved. 

CLOTHING  AND  FOOTGEAR. 

No  improvement  seems  to  have  taken  place  as  a result  of  medical 
inspection. 

253  children,  representing  16  per  cent,  of  the  total  examined,  were  found 
to  be  improperly  clothed  or  shod.  Many  children,  however,  have  received  help 
in  this  respect  from  philanthropic  sources.  The  Bootle  Canteen  Committee 
and  the  teachers  themselves  having  accomplished  much  good  work  by 
providing  the  worst  cases  with  clogs  and  clothing. 

VISION. 

Children  under  six  years  of  age  do  not  have  their  eyesight  tested,  unless 
special  attention  is  drawn  to  vision.  In  those  examined,  169  suffered  from 
this  defect,  and  in  nearly  all  of  these  cases  glasses  were  recommended.  Only 
31  children,  representing  18  per  cent,  of  those  requiring  treatment,  adopted 
the  advice. 

In  the  case  of  boys  leaving  school,  who  suffer  from  defective  vision,  the 
medical  officer  has  on  many  occasions  been  informed  that  if  the  advice  to 
provide  the  boy  with  suitable  spectacles  was  carried  out,  he  would  not  then  be 
able  to  obtain  employment.  This  is  said  to  have  been  the  experience  of 
several  boys,  who  have,  whilst  wearing  spectacles,  sought  work  without 
success,  but,  once  the  glasses  were  discarded,  employment  was  obtained  with 
less  difficulty. 

EXTERNAL  EYE  DISEASES. 

114  defects  were  reported,  and  of  these,  42,  or  36  per  cent,  were  treated 
and  in  most  cases  cured.  The  greater  number  of  these  cases  were  either 
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Blepharitis  or  Strabismus.  In  the  latter  condition  glasses  were  recommended, 
hut  seldom  obtained.  In  the  former,  simple  treatment  resulted  in  many 
cures. 

LUNGS. 

Many  of  the  cases  were  bronchial  in  their  nature  and  of  a simple 
character.  The  number  reported  was  165,  and  of  these,  66,  equal  to  40  per 
cent,  of  those  affected,  received  treatment. 

Eight  of  the  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  Phthisis.  In  every 
case  where  the  child  was  considered  to  be  a source  of  danger  to  others, 
attendance  at  school  was  discontinued. 

CLEANLINESS  AND  CONDITION  OF  SKIN,  HEAD  AND  BODY. 

In  addition  to  the  remarks  made  on  this  subject  on  page  13  of  this  report,  it 
may  be  well  to  observe  that  many  parents,  on  receiving  notice  of  the  medical 
inspection  of  their  children,  at  once  proceed  to  bath  and  cleanse  them.  The 
children  were,  therefore,  at  the  time  of  inspection,  usually  in  a well  dressed 
and  cleanly  condition. 

NUTRITION. 

Although  many  of  the  children  in  Bootle  attending  the  elementary 
schools  are  under  the  normal  standards  of  height  and  weight,  it  would  be 
incorrect  to  describe  them  as  suffering  from  mal-nutrition.  They  are  simply 
undersized  boys  and  girls,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  well  nourished  and 
cared  for. 

The  cases  of  mal-nutrition  numbered  128,  and  of  these,  65,  amounting  to' 
about  50  per  cent,  of  the  total,  were  more  favourably  reported  upon  when  re- 
examined at  a later  date. 

The  cause  of  this  condition  was  in  some  cases  the  want  of  food,  and  in 
others,  actual  disease.  In  the  former,  the  extreme  poverty  of  some  of  the 
inhabitants  during  the  past  year  is  no  doubt  accountable,  to  a large  extent, 
for  the  majority  of  the  cases.  Some  improvement  followed  the  provision  of 
free  meals  in  the  schools.  The  visits  of  the  Lady  Health  Visitors,  and  the 
efforts  of  various  charitable  institutions,  have  also  led  to  good  results. 

In  the  cases  of  mal-nutrition,  due  to  actual  disease  such  as  tuberculosis, 
little  or  no  improvement  was  noticeable. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  average  height  and  weight  of  the  children 
inspected  (according  to  age  at  date  of  inspection  and  sex) : — 


Age. 

Number 

of 

Children  Inspected. 

Average  Height 
in 

Centimetres. 

Average  Weight 
in 

Kilos. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

8 

7 

12 

93-0 

90-0 

13-7 

18-5 

4 

39 

32 

96-9 

95-5 

15-5 

15-8 

5 

259 

279 

102-2 

100-8 

17-1 

17-8 

6 

217 

189 

104-3 

103-9 

17-9 

17-5 

7 

70 

70 

111-2 

108-8 

19-5 

18-8 

8 

18 

25 

109-5 

110-2 

20-2 

20-0 

9 

10 

11 

2 

4 

125-0 

113-0 

27-3 

20-4 

1 

— 

139-0 

32-7 

— 

12 

15 

6 

141-4 

142-6 

35-4 

33-7 

18 

85 

55 

139-9 

143-9 

840 

36-6 

14 

109 

103 

144-9 

146-6 

87-5 

38-8 

15 

12 

6 

1501 

1491 

40-0 

37-5 

—3 

GO 

781  = 

1,665.  Total  number  of  children  examined. 

In  order  to  more  clearly  demonstrate  the  difference  between  the  average 
height  and  weight  of  local  children,  and  the  average  for  similar  children 
throughout  Great  Britain,  the  following  charts  have  been  prepared. 

They  show  the  average  height  (without  shoes)  and  the  average  weight 
(with  clothes)  of  school  children  in  Bootle,  classified  according  to  age  and  sex, 
and  similar  information  relating  to  the  general  population  of  this  country. 
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Average  Heights  in  Centimetres  of  School  Children  in  Bootle 

COMPARED  WITH  THE  HEIGHTS  OF  CHILDREN  IN  THE  COUNTRY 
GENERALLY  AT  CORRESPONDING  AGES. 


M * Males. 

F - Females. 

Illllp  Denotes  average  heights  of  Children  in  Bootle  at  corresponding  ages. 

,,  >*  Great  Britain  at  corresponding  ages. 
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Average  Weights  in  Kilos  of  School  Children  in  Bootle  compared 
with  the  Weights  of  Children  in  the  Country  generally 
at  Corresponding  Ages. 


F ' Females. 

ih  Donotes  average  weights  of  Children  in  Bootle  at  corresponding  ages. 

Great  Britain  at  corresponding  ages. 


• O 
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In  forming  deductions,  however,  as  to  the  average  height  and  weight  of 
children  in  Bootle,  as  shewn  by  the  tables  and  charts,  it  must  be  noted  that 
some  of  the  averages,  e.r/.,  those  relating  to  children  at  ages  3,  4,  8,  9,  11,  12 
and  15  respectively,  are  based  on  very  small  numbers.  Too  much  significance 
must  not  be  placed  upon  them,  they  simply  show  the  results  as  far  as  has  yet 
been  ascertained. 


HEART  AND  CIRCULATION. 

The  majority  of  the  children  reported  under  this  heading  suffered  from 
Anaemia,  and  in  these  some  improvement  took  place  owing  to  the  provision  of 
free  meals,  &c.  Comparatively  few  cases  of  organic  disease  of  the  heart  were 
found.  76  defects  were  reported,  and  34,  representing  44  per  cent.,  received 
some  treatment. 


EAR  DISEASE  AND  HEARING. 

70  defects  were  noted.  The  number  attended  to  was  28,  equal  to  32  per 
cent,  of  the  total.  The  hearing  of  the  children  examined  was  generally  good. 
Many  of  the  cases  of  deafness  were  due  to  the  presence  of  Adenoids,  whilst 
others  could  be  referred  to  accumulations  of  wax  in  the  ears,  or  to  a previous 
attack  of  Scarlet  Fever.  No  really  serious  condition  was  reported  under  this 
heading. 

RICKETS,  DEFORMITIES,  SPINAL  DISEASES,  SPEECH. 

The  medical  examiner  has  no  special  remarks  to  make  on  these  cases. 
53  children  were  reported  to  be  suffering  from  the  effects  of  Rickets,  14  from 
Spinal  Diseases,  Deformities,  &c.,  and  31  from  defects  of  speech,  including 
lisping  and  stammering.  In  none  of  the  cases  could  improvement  be  reported. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

86  children  were  found  to  have  tuberculosis  in  one  or  other  of  its  forms 
(glandular,  osseous  or  pulmonary),  and  11  of  these  received  some  treatment. 
Those  suffering  from  the  pulmonary  form,  the  one  most  dangerous  to  others, 
have  already  been  referred  to  under  the  section  of  this  report  dealing  with  the 
lungs. 
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MENTAL  CONDITION. 

37  children  were  adversely  reported  upon.  With  these  exceptions,  the 
mental  condition  of  those  examined  in  the  elementary  schools  was  found  to  he 
excellent,  very  few  being  dull  or  backward. 

During  the  year  under  review  mentally  defective  boys  and  girls,  who 
could  not  be  received  into  ordinary  schools,  have  been  sent  to  the  Orwell 
Road  School  for  Mentally  Defective  Children,  by  arrangement  with  the 
Liverpool  Corporation.  They  were  conveyed  to  and  from  the  Institution  every 
school  day  in  an  omnibus  provided  by  the  Bootle  Education  Committee. 

The  Committee,  however,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  very  small 
amount  of  benefit  the  children  seemed  to  obtain  at  this  school  did  not  warrant 
the  expenditure  incurred  and,  therefore,  the  arrangement  has  been  dis- 
continued since  the  31st  December,  1908. 

INFECTIOUS  OR  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES. 

Of  the  1,565  children  systematically  examined,  only  two  were  found  to 
be,  at  the  time,  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease.  One  wras  a case  of 
Chickenpox  and  the  other  had  contracted  Measles.  Both  were  at  once 
excluded  from  school. 

On  35  occasions  the  School  Medical  Officers  made  special  visits  to  schools 
when  cases  of  Measles  and  Scarlet  Fever  were  unusually  prevalent.  They 
excluded  a number  of  children  from  school  where  this  course  was  considered 
advisable. 


OTHER  DISEASES. 

Under  this  heading  are  included  skin  diseases  and  such  defects  as 
phymosis,  prolapsus  ani,  &c.  Of  the  48  cases  reported  32  received  treatment. 

A great  deal  of  good  has  resulted  from  the  efforts  of  the  Bootle  School 
Canteen  Committee  in  providing  free  meals  for  hungry  children.  From  a 
report  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Committee  on  the  work  done  during  the  three 
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months  ended  April  3rd,  1908,  it  is  seen  that  38,598  breakfasts  were  given  to 
these  children,  the  daily  average  being  603.  The  cost  per  meal  averaged  ljd. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  Committee  expended  £39  19s.  2d.  in  providing  boots 
and  clogs  for  poor  school  children. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  portion  of  this  report  dealing  with  nutrition 
that  a marked  improvement  in  the  health  and  physique  of  many  of  the 
children  has  resulted  from  the  work  accomplished. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  OPEN-AIR  SCHOOLS,  SCHOOL  CAMPS,  &c. 

1 

No  arrangements  for  open-air  camps  have  been  made.  In  the  summer, 
however,  when  the  weather  permits,  classes  are  held  in  the  playgrounds,  with 
beneficial  results  to  the  children.  An  extension  of  this  open-air  method  of 
teaching  is  bound  to  be  followed  by  further  good  results. 

PREVIOUS  ILLNESSES  OF  THE  1,565  CHILDREN  EXAMINED. 


912,  or  58  per  cent.,  had  suffered  from  Measles 


559,  or  35  „ 

293,  or  18J  ,, 

117,  or  7*  „ 

23,  or  li 


Whooping  Cougl 
(Jhickenpox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 


i 


before  commencing  school  life. 

n n n 

>>  »»  n 

»»  n »» 
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The  above  information  deserves  consideration,  especially  when,  during  a 
threatened  epidemic  of  Measles,  the  question  of  school  closure  arises.  It 
would  appear  from  the  figures  available  that  only  42  per  cent,  of  the  school 
children  are  not  protected  by  a previous  attack  of  the  disease.  It  must,  how- 
ever, be  remembered  that  probably  80  per  cent,  of  the  patients  were  not 
attended  by  a medical  practitioner,  and  the  diagnosis,  in  many  of  the  cases  of 
Measles  and  of  the  other  diseases  mentioned  above,  would  be  inaccurate. 

PERSONAL  PIYGIENE  AND  TEMPERANCE  TEACHING. 

A course  of  personal  hygiene  is  taught  in  each  school.  Amongst  other 
matters,  the  importance  of  cleansing  the  teeth  being  urged  upon  the  children. 
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The  result  of  this  teaching  is  not  satisfactory,  as  shown  by  the  statistics 
contained  in  this  report. 


The  importance  of  cleanliness  of  the  head  and  body,  although  taught, 
does  not  seem  to  be  appreciated. 


This  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  lack  of  interest  some  parents  appear  to  take 
in  their  children.  It  seems  clear,  from  the  experience  of  the  School  Medical 
Officers,  that  the  home  environments  of  the  child  require  attention  as  urgently 
as  the  school  surroundings.  In  this  respect,  domiciliary  visits  by  the  Health 
Visitors  have  resulted  in  some  improvement. 


Lectures  on  temperance  are  given  at  stated  periods  to  the  scholars  in  the 
senior  departments.  On  several  occasions  the  School  Medical  Officers  have 
attended  these  demonstrations  and  consider  the  subject  is  taught  in  a 
thoroughly  conscientious  manner.  The  lecturers  seem  to  be  very  earnest  in 
their  work  and  take  great  pains  to  impress  upon  the  children  the  importance 
of  the  matters  dealt  with.  Such  lectures,  conducted  on  proper  lines,  are 
bound  to  have  a beneficial  effect  on  the  future  life  and  career  of  the  scholars. 


REVIEW  OF  METHODS  EMPLOYED  OR  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE 

TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS. 


In  the  case  of  defects  of  vision,  where  the  parents  are  too  poor  to  provide 
spectacles,  the  local  authority  have  made  arrangements  to  provide  suitable 
ones  free  of  charge. 


Where  the  children  are  found  to  be  suffering  from  skin  disease,  or  from 
vermin,  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  homes  of  the  children,  and,  if  necessary, 
repeated  by  the  Lady  Health  Visitors,  with  good  results.  In  the  great 
majority  of  the  cases  a complete  cure  has  been  effected,  and  in  others  a 
considerable  improvement. 
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REVIEW  OF  ACTION  TAKEN  TO  DETECT  AND  PREVENT  THE 
SPREAD  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  INCLUDING  REFERENCE 

TO  ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  ARTICLES  45  (b),  53  (5)  and  57 
OF  THE  CODE  OF  1908. 

During  the  year  1908  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  also  the 
School  Medical  Officer,  received  from  the  Head  Teachers  or  from  the  Clerk  to 
the  Education  Committee  826  notifications  of  the  supposed  existence  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease  amongst  school  children. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles,  Chickenpox, 
Whooping  Cough,  or  other  infectious  illness  reported  in  this  way:  — 


School. 

Measles. 

Chickenpox. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Other  Diseases. 

Totals. 

Salisbury  Road 

16 

19 

— 

29 

64 

Hawthorne  Rd. 

5 

— 

13 

— 

18 

Linacre  Lane ... 

56 

4 

— 

1 

61 

Bedford  Road... 

28 

5 

6 

14 

58 

Gray  Street  ... 

87 

6 

— 

8 

101 

St.  James’  

18 

10 

95 

57 

180 

St.  Mary’s  

24 

— 

36 

34 

93 

Christ  Church... 

8 

— 

4 

7 

19 

St.  John’s  

64 

4 

13 

21 

102 

St.  Alexander’s 

8 

7 

12 

36 

68 

St.  Winefride’s 

6 

9 

24 

83 

72 

Totals... 

320 

64 

202 

240 

826 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Measles  among  the  scholars  in  the  Infants’ 
Departments  of  Gray  Street,  Linacre  Lane  and  St.  John’s  Schools,  it  was 
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considered  advisable  to  close  these  portions  of  the  schools  for  a period 
varying  from  two  to  three  weeks. 


The  total  number  of  cases  of  Measles  reported  by  the  teachers  in  1908 
was  320.  This  does  not  include  those  cases  in  which  the  children  were  below 
school  age,  and  therefore  did  not  attend  school. 


It  will  he  seen  from  the  results  of  the  medical  inspection  of  children 
commencing  their  school  life  that  58  per  cent,  were  said  to  have  suffered  from 
Measles  before  joining  school. 


It  also  appears  probable  that  about  one-half  of  the  children,  who  have 
not  previously  suffered  from  Measles,  contract  this  disease  during  their  stay  in 
the  infants’  department  of  their  school. 


Unfortunately,  Measles  is  infectious  for  two  or  three  days  before  the  rash 
appears,  and  an  infected  child  has,  in  the  meantime,  ample  opportunity  to 
spread  the  disease  before  it  has  been  definitely  recognised  as  Measles. 


These  factors  render  it  extremely  difficult  to  check  an  outbreak  when  once 
tho  disease  has  broken  out  amongst  the  younger  children  of  the  infants’ 
department. 


Experience  during  the  past  year,  however,  seems  to  show  that  in  some 
cases  it  is  still  possible  to  check  a threatened  outbreak  of  Measles,  providing 
the  teachers  exercise  great  care  in  cnrrying  out  the  instructions  supplied  to 
them  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  i.e.,  to  at  once  exclude  a suspected  case 
and  report  the  matter  to  the  Health  Department. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  the  following  particulars  relating  to  out- 
breaks of  Measles  in  five  of  the  schools  show  clearly  that  the  disease  may 
sometimes,  without  school  closure,  he  prevented  from  spreading,  if  exclusion 
of  infected  scholars  he  promptly  enforced  : — 
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School. 

Total  No.  of 
Cases  during  the 
year  1908. 

Month 

Reported. 

No.  of  Cases. 

Hawthorne  Road 

5 

Nov. 

5 

Salisbury  Road  ... 

1G 

J any. 

2 

Sept. 

9 

Oct. 

5 

St.  James’ 

18 

June 

1 

July 

11 

Oct. 

6 

ChrisfcChurch  ... 

8 

Jany. 

3 

April 

1 

June 

3 

Oct. 

i 

St.  Winefride’s  ... 

G 

Jany. 

i 

Feby. 

i 

March 

2 

Aug. 

1 

Sept. 

1 

Although  Whooping  Cough  became  unusually  prevalent  during  tho 
early  part  of  the  year  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  close  atiy  of  the 
schools  for  this  cause. 

It  was,  however,  found  advisable  just  before  the  Christmas  holidays  to 
close  tho  Infants’  and  the  Girls’  Departments  of  one  school  in  consequence  of 
the  increasing  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  amongst  the  scholars. 
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The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  officers  of  the  Health  Department  to 
cases  of  illness  of  scholars  reported  by  teachers  and  others  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  table  : — 


Total  No. 

No.  found  not  suffering 

Visited. 

as  Reported. 

Measles  ... 

871 

56 

Chickenpox 

85 

10 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

249 

89 

Other  Diseases 

573 

42 

1,278 

147 

CONCLUSION. 

During  the  year  under  review  it  has  not  been  possible  to  do  much  more 
than  to  inaugurate  and  to  place  on  a working  basis  the  scheme  of  Medical 
Inspection.  Many  undesirable  and  preventable  conditions  have  been  found  to 
exist,  but  it  is  yet  too  early  to  definitely  state  the  exact  form  remedial 
measures  shall  take. 

It,  however,  seems  perfectly  clear  that  in  order  to  bring  about  the  good 
results  aimed  at,  the  homes  of  the  defective  children  must  repeatedly  be 
visited.  In  far  too  many  cases  it  is  found  that  the  parents  require  instruction 
in  the  habits  of  cleanliness  and  personal  hygiene,  and  that  the  examples  set 
by  those  at  home  minimise  to  a great  extent  some  of  the  good  which  might 
otherwise  accrue. 

Eventually,  when  in  their  turn  the  present  generation  of  school  children 
become  the  heads  of  families,  the  full  benefit  of  what  is  now  being  done  for 
school  children  will  be  realised. 
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Trinity  Road, 

March  25th , 1909. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Health  Committee 

of  the  County  Borough  of  Bootle. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1908. 

The  death-rate  is  the  second  lowest  ever  recorded,  and  may  therefore 
be  considered  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  a large  amount  of  useful  work  has  been 
accomplished,  and  this,  I trust,  will  pave  the  way  to  a further  reduction  both 
in  the  gross  death-rate  and  in  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  future  years. 

All  the  Inspectors  have  given  me  great  assistance  since  my  appoint- 
ment as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  I have  to  thank  them  for  their  whole- 
hearted support. 

I desire  also  to  place  on  record  the  courtesy  and  consideration  with 
which  any  suggestion  I have  brought  forward  has  been  received  by  the 
Health  Committee  and  by  the  Council. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  DALEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1908. 


Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ...  1,946 

Estimated  Population,  June,  1908  ...  ...  ...  70,500 

Population  per  Acre  (excluding  Dock  Estate)  43 

No.  of  Houses  in  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  13,671 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £569,732 

Id.  in  the  £ yields  for  General  District  purposes  ...  £1,440 

Number  of  persons  per  house  at  time  of  last  Census  ...  5-8 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  ...  30-9 

Death  Rate  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  17  3 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  ...  143 

Percentage  of  Uncertified  deaths...  ...  ...  ...  3-4 

Total  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Diarrhoea  Mortality  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  ...  24 

Death  Rate  from  Phthisis  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  1-4 

Death  Rate  from  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Tract  per 

1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3-7 
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BOROUGH  OF  BOOTLE. 


♦ 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

TO  THE 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Bootle  is  a County  Borough,  and  is  1,946  acres  in  extent,  excluding  the 
bed  of  the  River  Mersey.  It  is  bounded  on  the  south  and  east  by  the  City  of 
Liverpool,  on  the  north  by  the  Urban  Districts  of  Waterloo-with-Seaforth 
and  Litherland.  The  western  boundary  of  the  Borough  abuts  on  the  mouth 
of  the  River  Mersey. 

The  land  fails  from  east  to  west,  i.e.,  towards  the  river.  The  highest 
parts  are  situated  in  the  extreme  north-east  and  south-east  boundaries,  and 
reach  a height  of  125  feet  above  mean  sea  level.  The  lower  portions, 
adjoining  the  docks,  are  from  22  to  24  feet  above  mean  sea  level. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1908  was  70,500. 

The  census  returns  shew  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  year  1881  to 
have  been  27,874  ; in  1891,  49,217  ; and  in  1901,  58,556. 
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Approximate  population  of  the  Borough  at  the  undermentioned  age 
periods  on  an  estimated  population  of  70,500. 


Under  1 year  ... 

1 year  and  under  5 

Total  under  5 
5 years  and  under  15 

15  „ „ „ 25 

25  „ „ „ 45 

45  „ „ „ 65 

65  ,,  ,,  upwards 


1,952 

6,747 

8,699 

15,219 

14,411 

20,175 

10,160 

1,836 

70,500 


The  following  table  gives  the  area  of  each  Ward  : — 


Ward  Area  excluding  Dock  Estate  Area  including  Dock  Estate 

Derby 451  acres  ...  451  acres. 

Stanley 235  „ ...  235  „ 

Mersey 174  ,,  ...  312  ,, 

Knowsley 176  ,,  ' ..  306  ,, 

Linacre 203  ,,  ...  272  ., 

Orrell 370  „ ...  370  „ 


1,609  1,946 


The  number  of  persons  in  each  Ward  is  estimated  to  be  as  follows  : — 


Ward 

Population 

Persous  per  acre  excludiug  Dock  Estate 

Derby 

... 

12,840 

• •• 

28 

Stanley 

... 

11,906 

••• 

50 

Mersey 

... 

14,851 

...  ... 

85 

Knowsley  ... 

... 

12,400 

. . • ... 

70 

Linacre 

. . . 

14,480 

...  ... 

71 

Orrell 

... 

4,017 

... 

10 

Total 

70,500 

In  the  new  memorandum 

of  the  Local 

Government 

Board  relating  to 

the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  that  officer  is  required  to 
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include  in  his  report  some  definite  information  as  to  the  general  conditions 
of  the  population  and  the  influence  of  any  particular  occupation  on  public 
health. 

In  compliance  with  this  instruction  the  following  observations  may  be 
made. 

Bootle  has  neither  distinctive  nor  characteristic  industries  audits  contiguity 
to  other  areas  of  population  render  it  difficult  to  determine  specifically  the 
effect  of  occupation  upon  health.  Very  few  diseases  of  occupation  come 
under  the  cognizance  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  even  in  such  cases 
many  of  those  living  in  the  Borough  are  employed  outside  it.  The  one 
outstanding  fact,  however,  bearing  greatly  upon  the  general  condition  of  a 
large  section  of  the  population,  is  the  widespread  effects  of  the  casual  nature 
of  employment  at  the  docks.  In  long  periods  of  depression  the  results  of 
semi-starvation  in  the  poorer  districts  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Health 
Department  in  connection  with  the  operations  of  the  Bootle  Health  Society, 
the  work  of  the  Lady  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  the  Medical  Inspection  of 
School  Children.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  health  and  physique  of  the 
children  of  many  respectable  artisans  are  seriously  and  permanently  impaired 
by  their  very  straightened  circumstances  during  prolonged  depressions  in 
the  shipping  trade. 

The  average  wage  of  a dock  labourer  has  been  said  to  amount  to  18/- 
per  week.  The  Liverpool  Statistical  Society,  however,  have  computed  that 
this  estimate  is  somewhat  over-rated. 

Unfortunately  there  are  very  few  small  self-contained  houses  at  a rental 
within  the  reach  of  this  limited  income,  and  consequently  houses  let  in 
lodgings  or  occupied  by  members  of  more  than  ono  family  are  very  numerous 
in  some  parts  of  the  Borough. 

The  uncertainty  of  casual  employment  at  the  docks  and  the  low  total  of 
the  yearly  income,  are  factors  which  reduce  the  standard  of  living  and  lead  to 
sub-letting  and  under-feeding.  It  is  a fact  also  that  amongst  this  class  of  the 
population  there  is  more  improvidence  and  excessive  drinking;  conditions 
which  lead  inevitably  to  physical,  mental,  and  moral  deterioration,  and  to  a 
high  rate  of  infantile  mortality. 
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Table  showing  New  Houses  erected  since  the  last  Census. 


April 

Year 

1901— April 

1902 

Derby 

...  110 

Stanley 

Mersey  Knowsley  Linacre 

. 8 ...  — ...  169  . 

Orrell 

Totals 

. 287 

1902—  „ 

1903 

...  126 

...  28  .. 

. — ... 

— ...  85  . 

..  — . 

. 239 

>> 

1903—  „ 

1904 

...  91 

...  28  .. 

— ... 

30  ...  132  . 

..  — .. 

. 281 

i y 

1904—  „ 

1905 

...  135 

...  76  .. 

. — ... 

1 ...  143  . 

..  — . 

. 355 

1905-  „ 

1906 

...  278 

...  52  .. 

— ... 

— ...  214  . 

..  — .. 

. 544 

*> 

1906-  „ 

1907 

...  190 

...  25  .. 

— ... 

— ...  110 

*26  . 

. 351 

> > 

1907—  „ 

1908 

...  73 

...  64  .. 

. 1 ... 

— ...  51  . 

..  11  . 

. 200 

Jan. 

1908 — Jan. 

1909 

...  46 

...  52  .. 

. — ... 

— ...  14  . 

..  21  . 

. 123 

• Included  in  Borough  for  first  time. 


The  population  per  house  at  the  last  census  was  5-8. 

Very  strict  supervision  is  exercised  by  the  Borough  Engineer  over  the 
erection  of  new  houses. 

The  drains  receive  special  attention,  and  must  withstand  the  water  test 
before  being  passed  as  satisfactory.  A certificate  as  to  fitness  for  habitation 
is  not  given  until  an  Inspector  from  the  Health  Department  has  inspected 
and  approved  of  the  new  premises. 

Previous  to  the  year  1900  the  Council  demanded  that  back  passages 
adjacent  to  new  houses  should  be  at  least  4 feet  wide.  Since  that  date, 
however,  a 9 feet  back  passage  is  insisted  upon. 

This  improvement  is  greatly  appreciated,  and  besides  facilitating  the 
removal  of  house  refuse,  has  improved  the  circulation  of  air  at  that  portion  of 
the  premises  where  it  was  greatly  needed. 

BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  1908,  2,182  births  were  registered.  Of  these  1,084 
were  males,  and  1,098  were  females.  The  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  popula- 
tion is  therefore  309  ; the  average  of  the  previous  10  years  being  81-4. 

The  chart  on-  page  13  shows  at  a glance  the  variations  in  the  local 
Birth  Rate  since  1891. 

The  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  during  1908  was  26-5  per 
1,000,  i.e.,  4-4  lower  than  that  of  Bootle. 
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In  the  following  table  the  variations  in  the  number  of  births,  and  in  the 
birth  rate  in  each  Ward,  are  indicated : — 


Ward  1st 

Quarter 

2nd  Quarter 

3rd  Quarter 

4th  Quarter 

Total 

Rate 

Derby 

108 

..  125  . 

. 118  . 

. 118  ... 

469 

...  36-5 

Stanley 

78 

...  76  . 

. 62  . 

. 62  ... 

278 

...  23-3 

Mersey 

129 

...  116  . 

. 101  . 

. 69  ... 

415 

...  27  9 

Knowsley .... 

101 

..  83  . 

. 102  . 

. 95  ... 

381 

...  30-7 

Linacre 

129 

..  116  . 

. 137  . 

. 115  ... 

497 

...  34-3 

Orrell 

31 

..  34  . 

40  . 

. 37  ...' 

142 

...  35-3 

Entire  Borough 

576 

..  550  . 

. 560  . 

. 496  ... 

2,182 

...  309 

The  illegitimate  births  recorded  this  year  numbered  35,  equal  to  TO  per 
cent,  of  the  total  births.  In  the  previous  year  only  22  illegitimate  births 
were  registered.  It  would  probably  not  be  correct  to  assume  from  this  that  a 
real  increase  in  the  number  of  illegitimate  births  has  occurred.  Careful 
enquiries  lead  to  the  conclusion  that,  one  effect  of  the  Notification  of  Births 
Act,  1907,  has  been  to  secure  more  accurate  information  in  this  respect. 


The  illegitimate  births  were  distributed  among  the  Wards  as  follows  : — 

Derby  Stanley  Mersey  Knowsley  Linacre  Orrell 

5 ...  4 ...  10  ...  9 ...  5 ...  2 

106%  ...  1-4%  ...  2-4%  ...  2-3%  ...  1%  ...  1-4%  of  total  births 

in  each  ward. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Ward  Births  Deaths  Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths 

Derby 4G9  ...  189  ...  280 

Stanley 278  ...  152  ...  126 

Mersey 415  ...  304  ...  Ill 

Knowsley 381  ...  260  ...  121 

Linacre 497  ...  266  ...  231 

Orrell 142  ...  54  ...  88 


Entire  Borough 2,182  ...  1,225  ...  957 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT,  1907. 

This  Act  has  been  adopted  by  the  Council  and  came  into  operation  on 
the  7th  January,  1908. 
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The  objects  of  the  Act  are  (in  the  words  of  the  Local  Government  Board) 
“ the  giving  of  advice  and  instruction  to  those  in  charge  of  infants. 

In  order  to  ensure  that  its  provisions  would  be  known  by  the  public 
generally,  an  advertisement  was  issued  in  the  local  paper  giving  the  necessary 
particulars.  In  addition  to  this  all  the  Medical  Practitioners  of  the  Borough, 
together  with  the  Midwives  practising  in  Bootle,  were  sent  a circular 
letter  by  the  Town  Clerk. 

The  number  of  births  notified  under  this  Act  during  the  year  amounted 
to  1,882.  This  is  equal  to  86%  of  the  total  births  registered  with  the  local 
registrar,  and  may  be  considered  a satisfactory  percentage  for  the  first  year. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that — 

155  births  were  notified  by  the  Parents 
1,476  ,,  ,,  ,,  Midwives 

251  ,,  ,,  ,,  Medical  Practitioners 

Total  1,882 

Several  medical  practitioners  supply  their  patients  with  a notification 
form,  and  for  this  reason  they  can  be  credited  with  the  notification  of  the 
majority  of  the  cases  reported  by  parents. 

The  early  information  obtained  by  means  of  this  Act  has  proved  of  great 
value  to  the  Health  Department,  and  no  doubt  the  lives  of  many  children 
have  been  saved  owing  to  the  advice  and  instruction  given  by  the  Health 
Visitors  to  ignorant  and  inexperienced  mothers  as  to  the  way  in  which 
infants  should  be  cleansed,  clothed  and  fed. 

In  order  to  give  practical  effect  to  the  Act,  the  two  Lady  Health  Visitors 
have  been  relieved,  as  much  as  possible,  of  the  other  work  previously  carried 
out  by  them,  and  they  now  confine  their  energies  mainly  to  visiting  children 
under  the  age  of  one  year,  and  to  giving  advice  and  instruction  as  to  the 
rearing  of  infants.  In  this  connection  alone  9,370  visits  have  been  made  by 
the  two  Lady  Inspectors  during  the  year. 

Only  one  prosecution  has  occurred  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act. 

The  circumstances  connected  with  this  case  were  at  the  time  fully 
reported  in  the  local  papers.  The  defendant  was  fined  20/-  and  costs,  and 
only  just  escaped  being  convicted  of  a more  serious  offence. 
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CHART  SHEWING  BIRTH  RATE  OF  BOOTLE  SINCE  1891. 
Yea  R 1891. 1 892.1893.1894 1895.1836. 1897. 1898. 1899.1900. 1901. 1902.1903.1904 1905 1906  1907. 1908. 


CHART  SHEWING  DEATH  RATE  OF  BOOTLE  SINCE  1891. 
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DEATHS. 

The  total  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  amounted  to 
1,078,  giving  a death  rate  of  15  2 per  1,000  of  the  population.  These  figures 
include  the  deaths  of  41  non-residents. 

In  order  to  arrive  at  the  correct  number  of  Bootle  persons  who  have  died 
during  the  year  it  is  necessary  to  deduct  these  41  deaths  and  to  add  145 
deaths  of  persons,  said  to  have  been  Bootle  residents,  who  have  died  in  the 
workhouses  in  Liverpool,  together  with  an  additional  43  deaths  of  Bootle 
people  dying  in  other  public  Institutions  in  Liverpool  and  elsewhere. 

When  these  adjustments  have  been  made,  the  total  number  of  deaths 
assigned  to  Bootle  is  found  to  he  1,225,  equal  to  a death  rate  of  17‘3  per 
1,000. 

This  rate  is  2-6  per  1,000  greater  than  that  for  England  and  Wales,  and 
is  exactly  1 per  1,000  greater  than  that  for  the  previous  year  when  calculated 
on  the  same  basis.  With  the  exception  of  the  year  1907,  it  is  the  lowest  rate 
ever  recorded  in  Bootle.  The  average  death  rate  for  the  previous  10  years  is 
18-5  per  thousand. 


The  chart  on  page  13  gives  the  local  death  rate  each  year  for  the  past  18 


years. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  in  each  ward,  and  the 
respective  death  rates,  for  the  year  1908. 


Ward  IstQuar 

Derby 51 

Stanley 50 

Mersey 99 

Ku  owsley....  71 

Linacre 75 

Orrell 14 


r 2nd  Quarter  3rd  Quarter  1th  Quarter 

Total 

Rate  per  1000 

...  40 

...  50 

...  48  ... 

189 

...  14-7 

...  29 

...  33 

...  40  ... 

152 

...  12-7 

...  58 

...  68 

...  79  ... 

304 

...  20-4 

...  55 

...  65 

...  69  ... 

260 

...  20-9 

...  47 

...  82 

...  62  ... 

266 

...  18-3 

...  5 

...  18 

...  17  ... 

54 

...  109 

...  234 

...  316 

...  315  ... 

1,225 

...  17-3 

Entire  Borough  360 
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Comparative  View  of  14  Principal  Causes  of  Death  during  the  year  1908. 
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Comparative  View  of  the  Death  Rates  in  the  different  Wards  of  the 
Borough  during  the  year  1908. 


T/z/a  inferruofet/ /me  repres  er? A?  75  e 


SrerQfi  e r&te  for/Ae  nr/ro//*  Boro u oh 


\/7-3  per  /000 


i of  r#f 

I POP  (/LA  T/OH. 


4/0  7 Pfp  /ooo 


Tftp  /n7erri/pAe0 //nerej/y-ose-n/s  /-/,p 


aoerage  ra/e  for  / hr  to /7c?/r  oh Bog/ane/  ana 


of  THE 

\POPUL  AT/OH. 


Wa/es. 


KfiffHs/ej/.  Mersey  /.///acre.  ffer/y.  S/an/ey  0rre//. 


16 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Out  of  every  1,000  children  born  during  the  year  1908,  148  died  before 
reaching  their  first  birthday.  On  only  one  occasion  (1907)  has  the  infantile 
mortality  been  lower.  In  that  year  the  rate  was  equal  to  123  per  1,000 
births.  The  climatic  conditions  in  1907  were  extremely  favourable  for  a low 
death  rate,  and  the  rates  throughout  England  and  Wales  were  the  lowest  ever 
recorded. 


The  rates  in  the  different 

Wards 

for  the  past 

eight 

years 

are 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

Derby  

127 

127 

151 

152 

159 

112 

104 

108 

Stanley 

127 

113 

197 

162 

148 

129 

64 

111 

' Mersey 

277 

199 

166 

234 

179 

169 

183 

200 

Knowsley  

194 

163 

168 

183 

137 

181 

125 

160 

Li  nacre 

145 

150 

136 

158 

146 

140 

118 

132 

Orrell  



— 

— 



232 

100 

158 

154 

Table  showing  influence  of  Summer  Diarrhoea  on  Infantile  Mortality  : — 


No.  of  deaths  of  children 
under  1 year 

Infant  Mortality  Kate 
per  1,000  births 

Year 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1st  Quarter  ... 

...  75 

57 

80  ... 

137 

109 

138 

2nd  Quarter  ... 

...  59 

56 

53  ... 

. 105 

101 

96 

3rd  Quarter  ... 

...  102 

72 

108  .. 

. 196 

131 

192 

4th  Quarter  ... 

...  76 

83 

73  ... 

139 

151 

149 

* During  the  years  1906  and  1908  Summer  Diarrhoea  was  prevalent. 
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Table  showing  Infantile  Mortality  and  Diarrhoea  deaths: — 


Infantile 

Deaths 

Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  per 

1,000  Births 

Deaths  from 
Diarrhoea 

Rate  per 
1,000  of 
Population 

1893  ... 

...  351 

197 

131 

2-5 

1894  ... 

...  262 

157 

45 

•8 

1895  ... 

...  335 

188 

107 

20 

1896  ... 

...  324 

184 

72 

1-3 

1897  ... 

...  349 

199 

153 

2-8 

1898  ... 

...  329 

183 

114 

2-0 

1899  ... 

...  337 

186 

146 

2-6 

1900  ... 

...  373 

204 

139 

2-4 

1901  ... 

...  337 

183 

113 

1-9 

1902  ... 

...  302 

154 

53 

•8 

1903  ... 

..  325 

161 

85 

1-4 

1904  ... 

...  346 

180 

109 

1-7 

1905  ... 

...  311 

153 

87 

1-3 

1906  ... 

...  312 

143 

83 

1-2 

1907  ... 

...  268 

123 

41 

•5 

1908  ... 

...  314 

143 

53 

•7 

Generally  speaking,  high  birth  rates  are  accompanied  by  high  death 
rates  among  the  infant  population,  hut  this  does  not  always  follow,  as  will 
he  seen  from  the  following  table  : — 


i 
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BIRTH  RATES. 

Comparative  view  of  the 
Birth  Rates  per  1,000  of  the 
population  in  the  different 
Wards  of  the  Borough  during 
the  year  1908. 

| 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY". 

Comparative  view  of  the 
Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000 
births  in  the  different  Wards 
of  the  Borough  during  the 
year  1908. 
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A — This  interrupted  line 

represents  the  average 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  population  in  the 
whole  Borough. 

B — The  corresponding  rate 
for  the  whole  of  Eng- 
land and  Wales. 


A — This  interrupted  line 

represents  the  average 
rate  of  Infantile  Mor- 
tality in  the  whole 
Borough  per  1,000 
children  born. 

B— The  corresponding  rate 
for  the  whole  of  Eng- 
land and  Wales. 
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The  table  shows  the  birth  rate  and  the  rate  of  infantile  mortality  in  each 
of  the  Wards  compared  with  that  of  the  whole  Borough,  and  with  that  for 
England  and  Wales.  It  will  he  noted  that  the  highest  birth  rate,  36-5  per 
1,000,  is  to  he  credited  to  Derby  Ward,  and  that  the  lowest  death  rate  among 
the  infant  population  (108  per  1,000  births),  also  occurred  in  this  Ward. 

On  the  other  hand  the  birth  rate  in  Mersey  Ward  was  only  27  9 per 
1,000,  hut  the  infantile  death  rate  amounted  to  200  per  1,000  births.  The 
great  disparity  between  these  death  rates  is  worthy  of  the  closest  enquiry. 

In  previous  Annual  Reports  the  subject  of  Infantile  Mortality  has 
received  a large  share  of  attention  ; it  is  therefore  unnecessary  to  go  over 
the  whole  of  the  ground  again. 


It  would,  however,  be  interesting  to  note  in  what  way  the  conditions 
existing  in  Derby  Ward  differ  from  those  in  Mersey  Ward.  These,  if  put  in 
tabular  form,  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows  : — 


MERSEY  WARD. 

Birth  Rate,  27-9  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate,  200  per 
1,000  births. 

Large  proportion  of  sub-let  houses. 

Contains  27  public  houses  and 
two  off-licensed  premises. 

The  work  is  mainly  casual. 

Much  poverty. 

Most  of  the  property  is  old,  with 
narrow  back  entries  and  small 
yard  space. 

Persons  per  acre,  85. 

Population  congested  ; no  open 
space  of  any  size. 


DERBY  WARD. 

Birth  Rate,  3G  5 per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate,  108  per 
1,000  births. 

Small  proportion  of  sub-let  houses. 

Contains  6 public  houses  and  one 
off  - licensed  premises.  Les3 
facilities  for  drinking. 

More  permanent  employment. 

Little  actual  poverty,  and  this  is 
limited  to  one  small  area. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Brookhill 
Road  and  Waterworks  Street 
area,  the  property  is  more 
modern. 

Persons  per  acre,  28. 

All  land  not  built  upon.  Much 
open  space,  including  Derby 
Park. 
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In  addition  to  these  differences,  it  may  be  added  that  in  the  Mersey 
Ward  district  there  is  more  drunkenness.  The  percentage  of  illegitimate 
births  is  nearly  double  that  in  Derby  Ward,  and  there  is  a larger  proportion 
of  ignorant  mothers. 

It  has  been  frequently  stated  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  my  predecessor 
that  “ the  influence  of  insanitation  on  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  apt  to 
be  exaggerated.”  Apart  from  this  question,  all  are  agreed  that  the  children 
of  drunken,  improvident,  and  ignorant  parents,  have  not  the  same  chance  of 
life  as  those  born  under  happier  circumstances.  Much  of  the  loss  of  infant 
life  is  no  doubt  due  to  ignorance  or  callous  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
mothers.  In  the  report  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire’s  Committee  on  Physical 
Deterioration,  this  topic  was  fully  discussed,  the  opinion  being  expressed  that 
among  the  younger  women  of  the  present  day  there  is  evidence  of  increasing 
carelessness  and  a deficient  sense  of  responsibility,  which  can  only  be  disastrous 
to  the  rising  generation.  The  Registrar  General  states  that  “ it  may  be 
confidently  affirmed  that  in  future,  any  permanent  reduction  in  the  mortality 
of  young  children  will  largely  depend  upon  a due  recognition  of  parental 
responsibility  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  an  improved  health  adminis- 
tration.” 

In  order  to  bring  about  a reduction  in  the  local  infantile  mortality,  the 
Council  some  years  ago  appointed  two  Lady  Health  Visitors,  their  work  being 
mainly  of  an  educative  character.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  work  done  by 
the  Lady  Health  Visitors  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  community,  and 
that  they  have  given  to  ignorant  and  inexperienced  mothers  much  valuable 
advice. 

The  Health  Visitors,  however,  meet  with  many  cases  in  which  something 
more  than  advice  is  needed.  During  the  past  year,  in  the  poorer  districts, 
an  unusual  amount  of  poverty  has  been  found  to  exist.  Many  mothers  of 
the  respectable  working  class  have  not  been  able  to  properly  feed  and  clothe 
their  offspring,  simply  through  lack  of  means. 

These  conditions  call  for  a little  kindly  assistance  from  the  charitably 
disposed,  and  I am  pleased  to  bear  testimony  to  the  assistance  the  Health 
Department  has  received  during  the  past  year  from  the  Bootle  Health 
bociety.  Ihe  unostentatious  and  practical  work  accomplished  by  this 


Society  has  been  of  great  value  in  maintaining  the  health  of  many  mothers 
and  their  infants.  The  expense  of  carrying  out  this  useful  work  has  so  far 
been  entirely  borne  by  the  lady  members  of  the  Society,  many  of  whom  have 
given  their  time  to  the  work,  and  are  painfully  aware  of  the  restrictions 
imposed  by  lack  of  funds. 

The  following  table  gives  a comparative  view  of  the  nine  principal 
causes  of  Infantile  Mortality  (below  the  age  of  one  year)  during  the  year  1908. 


Comparative  View  of  the  Nine  Principal  Causes  of  Infantile  Mortality 
(below  One  Year  of  Age)  during  1908. 
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During  the  year  1908  the  birth s of  35  and  the  deaths  of  22  children  horn 
out  of  wedlock  were  registered.  This  shows  a terrible  sacrifice  of  life  amongst 
these  unfortunate  infants,  and  is  equal  to  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  571  per 
1,000  births. 


It  may  be  of  interest  to  point  out  that  of  the  314  deaths  of  infants,  51 
took  place  within  a week  of  birth,  and  that  an  additional  30  only  livod  for 
one  month. 
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Of  the  deaths  at  this  early  period  of  life,  about  7o  per  cent,  are  due  to  a 
group  of  conditions— premature  birth,  congenital  defects,  atrophy,  debility 
and  inanition. 

On  the  23rd  of  March,  1908,  the  second  National  Conference  on  Infantile 
Mortality  was  held  in  London.  This  was  attended  by  the  Chairman,  the 
Vice-Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  myself.  At  this  Conference 
the  question  was  discussed  in  all  its  aspects.  The  Conference  formed  a very 
valuable  means  of  ascertaining  what  was  being  done  by  other  Local 
Authorities. 

Strenuous  efforts  are  being  made  in  many  directions  to  check  the  terrible 
waste  of  infant  life  which  takes  place  every  year.  Admittedly,  the.  first  thing 
requisite  is  to  make  the  public  appreciate  the  extent  of  the  evil,  and  then  to 
realise  that  a very  large  proportion  of  these  deaths  of  little  children  is 
preventable.  Although  during  the  last  30  years  the  general  death  rate  has 
steadily  fallen,  this  decrease  has  its  ugly  side.  Infant  Mortality,  except 
within  the  last  few  years,  has  practically  remained  the  same.  At  the  same 
time  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  climatic  conditions  have,  in  recent 
years,  been  favourable  to  infant  life,  and  that  the  unprecedently  low  infantile 
mortality  in  1907  coincided  with  a showery  and  exceedingly  cool  summer. 

ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE. 

Table  showing  number  of  deaths  from  the  principal  Zymotic  diseases 
since  1897  : — 


1697 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1908 

1901 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

Smallpox  . . — . 

. — . 

. — . 

. — 

. . — 

..  4 . , 

. G . 

. . 

. . 

. 

. . . 

, . — 

Scarlet  Fever  12  . 

. 10  . 

. 10  . 

. 17 

..  16 

..  14  . 

. 25  . 

. 13  . 

. 32  . 

. 14 

. . 7 . 

. 17 

Diphtheria  . . 5 . 

. 8 . 

. 10  . 

. 10 

..  11 

..  8 . . 

. 9 . 

. 19  . 

. 20  . 

. 11 

..  14  . 

. 14 

Measles  . . 14  . 

. 7 . 

. 6 . 

. 21 

..  5 

..  46  .. 

2 . 

. 48  . 

. 9 . 

. 44 

..  16  . 

. 34 

Whooping 

Cough . . 14  . 

. 28  . 

. 21  . 

. 56 

..  G 

..  23  .. 

. 16  . 

. 41  . 

. 18  . 

. 30 

..  28  . 

. 42 

Enteric  . . 20  . 

. 17  . 

. 10  . 

. 10 

. . 12 

..  13  .. 

12  . 

. 3 . 

. 4 . 

. 7 

..  8 . 

. 5 

Typhus  . . — . 

. 7 . 

. 1 . 

. — 

..  2 

..  3 .. 

. 

. . 

. . 

. 

, , 

. i 

Diarrhoea  . . 153  . 

.114  . 

. 46  . 

.139 

..113 

..  56  .. 

85  . 

. 109  . 

. 87  . 

. 83  , 

..  41  . 

. 53 

Totals  ..  218  . 

.191  . 

.104  .. 

,259  , 

. . 1G5 

..167  .. 

155  . 

.230  . 

. i 70  . 

.189  , 

..114  . 

. 1GG 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  total 
population  3'9  . 

. 34  .. 

1-8  .. 

4*5  . 

. 2-8  . 

,.2-7  .. 

2-5  . 

. 3*7  . 

. 2-6  . 

. 2-7  . 

.16. 

. 2 3 
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Table  showing  number  of  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  since 


1898  : — 

1898 

1899 

1900  1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

Population 

55,550.50,000.57,400.58,556.00,000.60,800.62,000.63,134.68,000.69,200.70,500 

Smallpox  .. 

..  — 

. — 

. 3 ..  1 

. 25 

..122 

..  — 

..  — 

. — . 

. — 

Scarlet  Fever 

..263 

.198 

.270  ..285 

.321 

..353 

..268 

C7> 

CO 

03 

..338  . 

.257  . 

.498 

Diphtheria,  in- 
cluding Croup 

..  21 

. . 45 

..  24  ..  64 

..  34 

..  33 

..  48 

..  78 

..  74 

. 52  . 

. 68 

Typhus  Fever 

..  36 

..  1 

. — 12 

..  15 

..  — 

. . — 

..  — 

..  — 

. — . 

. 1 

Continued  Fevei 

..  — 

..  — 

..  — 

..  — 

..  1 

..  — 

..  — 

. — . 

. — 

Enteric  Fever 

..124 

. 77 

. 97  ..  76 

..  62 

..  61 

..  22 

..  24 

..  40 

. 42  . 

. 30 

Puerperal  Fever 

..  2 

..  3 

..  2 . . 6 

..  1 

..  — 

..  — 

..  — 

..  6 

. 4 . 

. 8 

Erysipelas 

..  41 

..  40 

..  54  ..  51 

. . 50 

...  25 

..  39 

..  32 

..  3S  . 

. 32  . 

. 34 

Phthisis  . . 

. . — 

. — 

. — ..f22 

..  21 

..  21 

..  43 

..  22 

..  18 

. 7 . 

. 24 

+ Phthisis  not  notifiable  until  July,  1901. 


The  following 
year  1908  : — 

table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  in  each  quarter  of 

1st  Quarter  2nd  Quarter  3rd  Quarter  4th  Quarter  Totals 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

.. 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  .. 

43 

90 

118 

247 

498 

Diphtheria 

10 

10 

13 

35 

68 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

3 

9 

13 

5 

30 

Continued  Fever 

— 

— 

.. 

— 

— 

Typhus  Fever  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

17 

5 

3 

9 

34 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

3 

3 

2 

8 

Phthisis 

4 

8 

4 

8 

24 

Totals . . 

78 

. . 125 

SMALLPOX. 

154 

306 

663 

Not  a single  case  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the  past  year. 

On  two  occasions,  however,  cases  were  notified  as  Smallpox,  and  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  invited  to  see  them  with  the  practitioners  in 
attendance. 

One  proved  to  be  Ohickenpox,  and  the  other  Syphilis. 
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A considerable  number  of  Smallpox  contacts  were  reported  by  the  Port 
Sanitary  Authority.  These  were  carefully  watched,  and  were  all  found  to  be 
in  good  health. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

The  cases  were  distributed  among  the  Wards  as  follows  : — 


Derby 

Stanley 

Mersey 

Kuowsley 

Linacre 

Orrell 

Cases  Notified  130 

56 

Go 

62 

153 

. 26 

Cases  Removed  82 

25 

45 

45 

91 

. 18 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  of  cases  notified  as  Scarlet 
Fever  removed  to  Hospital  since  1801,  with  the  number  of  deaths  and  the 
percentage  of  deaths  to  cases. 


Year 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases  Notified 
per  1,000 
of  Population 

Cases 

Iiemoved 

Percentage 
of  liemovals 

Deaths 

Percentage  of  Deaths 
to  Notifications 

1891.. 

..259 

52 

29 

11 

32 

12-3 

1892.. 

..289 

5-7 

47 

16 

32 

110 

1893.. 

..332 

0-5 

89 

27 

20 

60 

1894.. 

..63S 

. . 12-2 

195 

30 

36 

5 6 

1895.. 

..300 

5-7 

124 

41 

14 

4-6 

1896.. 

..297 

55 

124 

41 

20 

67 

1897 . . 

..245 

. . 45 

133 

54 

13 

49 

1898.. 

..263 

4-8 

162 

61 

10 

38 

1899.. 

..198 

. . 35 

124 

62 

10 

50  * 

1900.. 

..270 

4-7 

170 

02 

17 

62 

1901 . . 

..285 

4-8 

202 

71 

16 

56 

1902.. 

..321 

5-4 

259 

80 

14 

43 

1903.. 

..353 

57 

225 

63 

25 

70 

1904 . . 

..269 

4-3 

210 

78 

13 

4-8 

1905.. 

..289 

45 

237 

82 

32 

110 

1900.. 

..338 

49 

270 

79 

14 

41 

1907.. 

..257 

37 

200 

77 

7 

2-8 

1908.. 

..498 

7-0 

314 

63 

, # 

17 

34 

25 


Daring  the  past  17  years  the  average  number  of  Scarla  tina  cases  reported 
per  year-— 860.  The  numbers  for  the  individual  years  vary  from  198  cases  in 
1899  to  638  in  1894. 

Previous  Annual  Reports  show  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  1906  a remark- 
able drop  occurred  in  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever.  This  continued 
throughout  1907  and  onwards  until  the  first  week  of  August  in  1908.  During 
the  first  seven  months  of  the  latter  year  only  156  cases  were  notified,  but  from 
August  1st  to  December  31st  a further  342  cases  were  recorded. 

The  increased  prevalence  of  Scarlatina  was  not  confined  to  Bootle ; 
* 

Litherland  and  Liverpool  also  suffered  to  a corresponding  extent. 

In  October  it  was  found  advisable,  in  order  to  cope  with  the  increasing 
number  of  patients  from  Bootle  and  from  the  adjoining  district,  to  re-open 
the  Smallpox  block  for  the  accommodation  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases.  This 
building  had  not  been  used  for  Smallpox  patients  since  1903.  It  was,  of 
course,  thoroughly  cleansed  and  disinfected  before  being  used  for  Scarlet 
Fever. 

This  table  gives  the  total  notified  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  August  1st 
to  December  31st,  1908,  and  the  ages  of  the  persons  affected. 

Ages  12  3 4 5 G 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  14 

Notified  Cases  ..  7 20  29  36  ..  42  36  26  28  20  12  17  22  11  8 

Below  Sehool  Age,  92.  Of  School  Age,  222. 

15  1G  17  18  21  22  25  27  30  32  34  35 

344511112222 

, J 

Above  School  Age  28. 

Total  at  all  Ages,  342. 

The  chart  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  weekly  from  January  1st 
to  December  31st,  1908. 


Ages 

Notified  Cases 
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Chart  shewing  the  number  of  Scarlatina  Cases  reported  each  week  from 
January  1st,  1908,  to  December  3Jst,  1908. 


It  will  be  noted  that  from  the  second  week  in  August  onwards  a general 
increase  occurred,  culminating  in  the  week  ending  November  14th,  when  30 
notifications  were  received. 

The  summer  vacation  of  the  various  schools  in  the  Borough  lasted  from 
July  3rd  to  August  10th;  allowing  3 days  for  the  incubation  period  of 
Scarlatina,  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  from  July  6th  to  August  13th  (5  weeks) 
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41  notifications  were  received,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  during  the 
holidays  many  of  the  children  would  be  out  of  the  district,  and  that  the  notifi- 
cations might  have  been  more  numerous  but  for  this  circumstance. 

In  the  5 weeks  preceding  July  6th,  36  cases  were  reported,  and  in  the  5 
weeks  succeeding  August  13th,  51  notifications  were  received. 

Many  contradictory  opinions  are  held  as  to  the  influence  of  attendance  of 
children  at  elementary  schools  on  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever.  In  order  to 
elucidate  the  point  as  far  as  this  outbreak  is  concerned,  the  following  table 
has  been  prepared. 


Number  of  Scarlatina  Cases  reported  from  August  1st  until  December 
31st,  1908,  amongst  Children  attending  School,  together  with  the 
average  number  of  Children  on  the  rolls  of  each  School. 


Average  No. 
of  Children 


School  on  rolls 

Bedford  Road . . ..  ..  1,352 

Hawthorne  Road  ..  ..  1,053 

Gray  Street  ..  ..  ..  1,126 

Linacre  Lane  . . ..  ..  1,168 

Salisbury  Road  ..  ..  1,501 

St.  John’s  . . . . . . 951 

St.  Janies’  . . . . . . 1,545 

St.  Winef ride’s  ..  ..  910 

ChristChuroh..  ..  ..  874 

St.  Mary’s 896 

Bay  Industrial  . . . . 165 


Secondary  School  . . . . ? 

Four  small  Private  Schools. . '! 

Th  ree  Liverpool  Schools  . . ? 

One  Li therland  School  ..  ? 

11,541 


Number  of  Cases  reported  during 

Aug.  Sej)t.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

Total 

Cnses 

4 

5 

o 

4 

3 

18 

2 

1 

3 

7 

5 

18 

2 

9 

10 

9 

5 

35 

3 

4 

7 

2 

7 

23 

4 

5 

7 

15 

5 

36 

2 

3 

4 

— 

1 

10 

7 

5 

3 

4 

2 

21 

— 

4 

1 

1 

2 

8 

2 

2 

6 

18 

5 

33 

— 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

5 

1 

2 

— 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

222 


217  Persons  previous  to  illness  attended  schools  in  Bootle. 

5 ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  outside  Bootle. 

120  ,,  did  not  attend  a school. 

Total  342 


In  62  of  these  120  cases  school  children  lived  in  the  house  but  were  not  the  first  attacked. 
,,44  ,,  120  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  and  were  the  first  to  become  ill. 

,,  14  ,,  120  ,,  no  other  children  lived  in  the  house. 
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On  the  27th  November,  1908,  the  Infants’  and  the  Girls’  Departments  of 
Christ  Church  Schools  were  closed  until  after  the  Christmas  Holidays  owing 
to  the  increasing  incidence  of  Scarlatina  amongst  the  scholars.  The  cases 
were  practically  confined  to  the  Departments  mentioned. 

Return  Cases. 

During  the  outbreak,  on  13  occasions  a further  case  or  cases  arose  at 
home  within  three  weeks  of  a patient  being  discharged  from  hospital  as  cured. 
This  is  equal  to  nearly  G per  cent,  of  the  total  cases  discharged  from  the 
hospital,  and  is  an  unusually  large  percentage. 

The  Resident  Medical  Officer  of  the  Linacre  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 
assures  me  that,  in  each  of  the  cases  presumably  connected  with  a return  case, 
the  patient  left  the  hospital  in  a normal  state  of  health,  the  skin  having 
finished  peeling  and  the  patient  being  free  from  Rhinorrhoea  and  Otorrhoea. 

Table  shewing  the  number  of  Houses  in  which  the  Scarlatina  Cases 
arose,  the  Number  of  Cases  sent  to  Hospital,  and  the  Number  Nursed 


at  Home,  from  August  1st 

to  December  31st, 

1908. 

number  of  houses  where — 

No.  of 

Cases  nursed  Cases  sent 

houses 

at  home 

to  Hospital 

Totals 

1 member  of  family  attacked 

...  205 

...  101  . 

. 104  ... 

205 

2 members  ,,  ,, 

...  41 

...  38  . 

. 44  ... 

82 

3 j,  ,)  ,, 

14 

...  16  . 

. 26  ... 

42 

4 

^ n n n 

2 

1 . 

. 7 ... 

8 

u >>  m n 

1 

...  1 . 

. 4 ... 

5 

2G3 

..  157  . 

. 185  ... 

342 

Percentage  of  removals  to  notified  cases  during  the  above  period=54. 

From  this  table  it  appears  that  in  each  of  58  houses  more  than  one  case 
of  Scarlatina  was  reported.  Multiple  cases  therefore  occurred  in  21  per  cent, 
of  the  infected  houses. 

In  order  to  arrive  at  some  conclusion  as  to  the  comparative  effects  of 
Home  v.  Hospital  Isolation  on  the  number  of  multiple  cases,  the  following 
statement  is  of  interest : — 

The  total  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  before-mentioned  58  houses 
numbered  137.  If,  for  the  time  being,  it  bo  assumed  that  in  each  of  these 
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premises  all  the  cases  except  the  first  one  notified  could  have  been  prevented, 
then  79  remain  to  he  accounted  for. 

Of  these  79  — 

13  were  return  cases  from  hospital. 

27  were  reported  simultaneously  with  the  original  infecting  case. 

33  were  further  cases  reported  at  houses  from  which  the  primary 
cases  had  been  removed  to  hospital. 

6 were  further  cases  reported  at  houses  where  the  primary  cases 
were  nursed  at  home. 

With  reference  to  the  33  cases  mentioned  in  the  above  list,  where  the 
primary  cases  were  removed  to  hospital,  it  may  be  noted  that  the  time 
elapsing  between  the  notification  of  the  primary  cases  and  the  notification  of 
further  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


2 

cases 

1 day 

In  1 

case 

17  days 

3 

)> 

2 days 

„ 1 

yy 

19  „ 

1 

case 

3 „ 

„ 1 

i y 

21  ,, 

G 

cases 

4 „ 

„ 1 

y y 

22  „ 

2 

> i 

5 ,, 

1 

y y 

23  „ 

1 

case 

0 „ 

„ 1 

yy 

24  „ 

5 

cases 

7 ,, 

„ 1 

y y 

29  ,, 

1 

case 

12  „ 

„ 1 

y y 

33  ,, 

1 

14  „ 

„ 1 

yy 

34  „ 

2 

cases 

16  „ 

— 

Total  33 

cases 

The  tables  given  appear  at  first  sight  to  show  that  multiple  cases  were 
least  prevalent  when  Scarlatina  patients  were  nursed  at  home. 

This  is  an  obvious  fallacy. 

In  order  to  arrive  at  correct  conclusions,  the  number  of  children  who  had 
not  previously  suffered  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  who  were  therefore  liable  to 
contract  the  disease,  must  be  taken  into  account. 

In  the  houses  from  which  the  185  hospital  cases  came  there  were  31G 
other  children  who  had  not  had  Scarlet  Fever,  and  in  the  157  cases  nursed  at 
home  there  were  only  106  other  children  liable  to  contract  the  disease. 
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Much  care  was  exercised  in  deciding  whether  a case  should  be  removed 
to  hospital  or  be  nursed  at  home,  and  the  good  results  following  home  isolation 
were  probably  brought  about  in  consequence  of  the  supervision  exercised  by 
the  staff  of  the  Health  Department,  and  by  the  parents  of  the  patients  carry- 
ing out  the  instructions  given  them  by  those  officers,  and  by  the  medical 
practitioners  of  the  Borough. 

During  this  outbreak  the  type  of  the  disease  was  mild  in  character,  and 
consequently  many  cases  probably  escaped  notification. 

My  predecessor  in  his  last  Annual  Report  says  that  “ There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  one  of  the  reasons  why  Isolation  Hospitals  have  not  been  as  success- 
ful in  stamping  out  infectious  disease  as  was  prophesied  when  the  system 
of  isolating  cases  in  Hospital  came  into  vogue,  is  the  fact  that  when  the  type 
of  the  disease  is  mild  a large  number  of  cases  escape  observation,  while 
others,  even  if  they  are  observed  by  the  parents,  are  not  medically  treated, 
because  the  patients  are  never  sufficiently  ill  in  the  parents’  opinion  to 
necessitate  the  calling  in  of  the  doctor,  with  the  result  that  these  cases  ai'e 
never  isolated,  but  play  about  as  usual,  and  convey  the  disease  to  others.  I 
have  again  to  remark  that  very  often  an  absolute  lack  of  that  ordinary  care 
which  common  sense  would  suggest  in  the  matter  of  isolating  patients  from 
the  other  inmates  of  the  house  before  removal  to  hospital  can  be  effected,  is 
shown  by  the  parents,  who  do  not  carry  out  the  instructions  in  that  direction, 
which  are,  I presume,  given  by  the  doctor  when  be  sees  the  patient.  It  is  a 
common  occurrence  for  the  Inspector  when  he  goes  to  remove  to  hospital  a 
child  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever,  to  find  that  child  playing  with  or  in  the 
same  bed  as  other  children  not  so  suffering.  This  negligence  costs  the 
ratepayers  a large  sum  of  money  in  the  year,  and  the  parents  themselves  not 
a little  anxiety.” 

DIPHTHERIA. 

In  1908  the  number  of  cases  notified  was  G8,  of  which  number,  14  died. 

The  cases  occurred  in  the  Wards  as  under  : — 

Derby  Stanley  Mersey  Knowsley  Liuncre  Orrell 

16  •••  14  •••  11  ...  5 ...  17  ...  5 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  greatest  number  arose  in  Derby  and  in  Linacre 
Wards  ; the  portions  of  the  Borough  where  Scarlatina  was  also  most 
prevalent. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Diphtheria  cases,  the  number 
of  deaths,  and  the  percentage  of  deaths  to  cases  during  the  last  13  years  : — 


1S9G 

1897  1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

Number  of  cases  noti- 

fied, including  Croup 

23 

21  21 

45 

24 

64 

34 

33 

48 

78 

74 

52 

68 

Number  of  deaths,  in- 

cluding Croup 

12 

11  12 

14 

10 

11 

8 

9 

19 

18 

11 

14 

14 

Number  of  eases  ad- 

mitted to  Hospital... 

8 

5 4 

12 

9 

45 

25 

20 

36 

48 

42 

40 

29 

Number  of  deaths  in 

Hospital 

3 

1 2 

— 

4 

7 

2 

4 

12 

9 

7 

7 

6 

Tracheotomy — 

Number  of  cases 

— 

3 

11 

8 

4 

9 

8 

11 

8 

l 

(No  record) 

Number  of  deaths 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

3 

3 

4 

4 

— 

Hospital  Mortality 

37% 

20%  50% 

0% 

44%  15% 

8%  20% 

33% 

18% 

16% 

17%  20% 

Outside  Mortality 

60% 

62%  58%  42% 

40% 

21% 

06%  37% 

58%  30% 

12%  58% 

20% 

* Note. — The  numbers  dealt  with  are  so  small  that  the  percentages 

are  of  very  little  value. 

Three  of  the  cases  sent  to  hospital  as  Diphtheria  were  found  not  to  be  so 
suffering. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Diagram  shewing  the  number  of  Notifications  received  each  year  since  1892. 
The  darker  shading  corresponds  to  the  number  of  deaths  during  the  same 
period. 


N°of 

Cases. 

80 


60 

SO 

40 

30 

20 

10 

0 


In  years  past  it  was  usual  to  ascribe  the  origin  of  all  cases  of  Diphtheria 
to  emanations  from  defective  drains.  Examinations  of  the  drainage  at  the 
residences  of  the  patients  by  no  means  support  this  conclusion.  It  is  beyond^ 
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doubt,  however,  that  sewer  gas  may  in  some  persons  produce  an  inflamed 
throat,  and  thus  lead  to  conditions  predisposing  to  Diphtheria,  hut  before  the 
disease  can  develop,  the  Diphtheria  bacillus  must  he  present.  It  is  worthy  of 
note  that  since  the  water-carriage  system  became  general  in  Bootle,  the 
number  of  Diphtheria  cases  notified  has  increased  greatly,  hut  the  total 
number  of  deaths  per  year  from  the  disease  has  practically  remained  the 
same,  thus  showing  that  the  case  mortality  is  now  very  much  less  than  formerly. 

This  lessened  case  mortality  has  been  ascribed  to  two  chief  factors,  the 
first  being  a more  general  use  of  Antitoxin,  especially  at  the  commencement 
of  the  illness,  and  secondly,  to  the  type  of  the  disease  during  recent  years 
being  milder  in  character. 

Nearly  all  other  towns  have  had  a similar  experience.  There  is  no 
question  that  Bootle  is  now  in  an  infinitely  better  sanitary  condition  than  it 
was  when  the  offensive  privy  middens  were  general. 

The  breeding  grounds  of  Diphtheria  cases  must  be  looked  for  elsewhere. 
It  is  essentially  a contact  disease.  It  has  become  more  and  more  impressed 
upon  Sanitarians  that  the  place  where  this  contact  occurs  is  in  the  infant 
departments  of  elementary  schools,  especially  in  those  where  slates,  pencils 
and  books  are  used  in  common.  A child  suffering  from  a mild  and 
unsuspected  form  of  Diphtheria  may  use  these  articles  and  contaminate  them. 
Probably  on  tbe  next  distribution  of  slates,  &c.,  a previously  healthy  child 
will  obtain  possession  of  the  infected  articles,  and  thus  acquire  the  disease. 

So  well  is  this  method  of  infection  now  known,  that  it  is  becoming  the 
practice  to  abolish  slates  and  pencils  from  infant  departments.  The  books, 
however,  cannot  be  dispensed  with,  hence  the  need  of  the  greatest  care  in 
ensuring  that  any  particular  book  is  only  used  by  one  child,  and  that  the 
books  be  not  piled  in  heaps  at  the  termination  of  school  hours. 

The  practical  difficulties  connected  with  the  carrying  out  of  tbe  latter 
plan  are  no  doubt  very  great,  but  possibly  in  the  future  some  satisfactory 
method  of  dealing  with  the  matter  will  be  evolved. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

During  the  year  only  30  cases  were  notified,  and  of  these  15  were 
removed  to  hospital.  Of  the  latter,  9 were  afterwards  found  not  to  have 
suffered  from  Enteric  Fever. 

The  30  notified  cases  were  distributed  among  the  wards  as  follows  : — 

Derby  Stanley  Mersey  Knowsley  Linacre  Orrell 

4 ...  1 ...  2 ...  7 ...  10  ...  6 
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In  no  town  has  a greater  success  followed  the  conversion  of  privies  into 
water-closets  than  in  Bootle.  The  Corporation  paid  half  the  expense  of  the 
conversions,  and  in  this  way  expended  about  £4,481. 

The  money  was  certainly  well  spent,  and  the  results  have  been  of 
incalculable  benefit  to  the  Borough.  In  order  to  better  illustrate  the 
conditions  that  prevailed  17  years  ago  with  those  of  to-day,  the  diagram 
relating  to  Enteric  Fever  has  been  prepared. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Diagram  shewing  the  number  of  Notifications  received  each  year  since  1892. 
The  darker  shading  corresponds  to  the  number  of  deaths  during  the  same 
period. 
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This  shows  that  in  1893,  320  cases  were  notified,  and  that  53  deaths 
occurred  from  the  disease.  That  year  the  conversion  of  privies  into 
water-closets  was  pushed  forward  with  the  greatest  vigour,  and  continued 
until  a great  number  of  the  middens  were  demolished,  with  the  result 
that  from  1896  onwards  the  disease  gradually  diminished.  During  the 
past  5 years  an  average  of  31  cases  each  year  has  been  notified,  contrasting 
greatly  with  the  320  cases  reported  in  1893. 

I am  equally  convinced  that  if  the  housing  question  could  be  dealt  with 
in  a similarly  drastic  manner,  and  the  pernicious  habit  of  sub-letting  stopped, 
a still  greater  measure  of  sanitary  reform  would  be  achieved. 


TYPHUS  FEVER. 

One  case  of  Typhus  occurred  during  the  past  year. 

The  patient  was  sent  by  his  medical  attendant  to  Mill  Road 
Hospital,  where  the  disease  developed.  The  case  was  then  transferred 
to  Netherfield  Road  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  and  died  in  that  Institution. 


MEASLES. 


During  the  year  1908  the  deaths  of  34  children  were  due  to  Measles,  as 
against  16  in  1907,  and  44  in  1906. 

As  predicted  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  Measles  became  prevalent  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  Not  being  a notifiable  disease,  it  is  impossible  to  state 
with  accuracy  the  number  of  children  affected.  The  Education  Authorities, 
however,  forwarded  to  the  Health  Department  the  names  of  320  children  said 
to  be  absent  from  School  owing  to  Measles. 
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Table  showing  certain  statistics  with  regard  to  Measles  for  the  past  17 
years  : — 

Ages  at  Death. 


Year 

Total  Deaths 

Under  1 

1 to  5 

5 to  15 

15  to  25  25  to  65 

1892 

7 

— 

7 

...  — 

1893 

24 

— 

21 

3 

1894 

15 

— 

14 

1 

1895 

2 

_ 

l 

1 

Deaths  under  one  year  were 

1896 

1897 

28 

14 

— 

26 

14 

2 

•not  differentiated  from  the 

next  class  until  1900. 

1898 

7 

— 

7 

...  — 

1899 

6 

— 

6 

...  — j 

1900 

21 

8 

11 

2 

1901 

5 

1 

3 

1 

1902 

46 

9 

35 

2 

1903 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1904 

48 

9 

39 

...  — 

1905 

9 

2 

7 

...  — 

1906 

44 

2 

37 

5* 

1907 

»...  16 

4 

12 

...  — 

1908 

34 

4 

30 

...  — 

* All  these  children  were  just  over  five  years  of  age. 


Table  showing  mortality  from-  Measles  per  1,000  persons  living  at  the 
undermentioned  age  groups  : — 

Below  1 1 to  5 5 to  15  15  to  25  25  to  65  over  65 

20  ...  44  ...  — ...  — ...  — ...  — 

Every  case  of  Measles  notified  by  the  School  Authorities  is  visited  by  an 
Inspector,  who  gives  advice  as  to  isolation  and  nursing,  and  leaves  a copy  of 
a leaflet  containing  information  concerning  the  disease. 


Measles  became  epidemic  in  the  infants’  departments  of  Gray  Street,  St. 
John’s  and  Linacre  Schools.  In  each  case  these  departments  were  closed  for 
a few  weeks  in  consequence  thereof.  The  advisability  or  otherwise  of  closing 
schools  as  a routine  measure  during  epidemics  of  Measles  is  dealt  with  in  the 
School  Medical  Officer’s  Report. 


8fi 


Deaths  ik  Bootle  during  Seventeen  Years  (1892-1908)  from  Whooping 
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WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Whooping  Cough  caused  42  deaths  during  the  year  1908.  This  is  equal 
to  a rate  of  -6  per  1,000  of  the  total  population.  In  1907  the  mortality  from 
Whooping  Cough  was  -4  per  1,000. 


Number  of  Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  each  year  since  1892. 

1S92  1S93  1894  1895  1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908 

Deaths  6... 32. ..22..  26...  14...  14  ...  27  ...  21  ...56  ...  6 ...  23...  16. ..41  ...  20  ...  30  ...  28  ...  42 

Number  of  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  and  the  death  rates  at  the 
following  age  groups  : — 


Deaths  ... 

Age  under  1 

16 

1 to  5 

24 

5 to  15 

1 

15  to  25 

25  to  65 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  . 

8-2 

3-5 

— 

. — 



202  Cases  of  the  disease  were  reported  to  the  Health  Department  by  the 
School  Authorities. 


As  in  the  case  of  Measles,  an  Inspector  visits  each  notified  case,  and 
gives  instruction  as  regards  isolation,  &c.  The  parents  are  also  recommended  to 
call  in  the  aid  of  a medical  man,  and  in  many  cases  this  advice  is  acted  upon. 

The  diagrams  on  page  36  are  interesting.  They  show  the  differ- 
ences each  year  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  Measles  and 
Scarlet  Fever.  They  demonstrate  also  that,  notwithstanding  the  progress 
made  in  sanitation  generally,  the  deaths  from  these  diseases  have  shown  no 
permanent  decline  since  1892. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  by  the  Elementary  Education 
Authority  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1908. 


School. 

Measles. 

Chicken  Pox 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Other 

Diseases. 

Totals. 

Salisbury  Road  ... 

1G 

19 



29 

64 

Hawthorne  Road.. 

5 

— 

13 

— 

18 

Linacre  Lane 

50 

4 

— 

1 

61 

Bedford  Road  .. 

28 

5 

G 

14 

53 

Gray  Street 

87 

G 

• — 

8 

101 

St.  James’ 

18 

10 

95 

57 

180 

St.  Mary’s 

24 

— 

35 

34 

93 

Christ  Church  ... 

8 

— 

4 

7 

19 

St.  John’s 

64 

4 

13 

21 

102 

St.  Alexander’s  ... 

8 

7 

12 

36 

63 

St.  Winef ride’s  ... 

G 

9 

24 

33 

72 

Totals  ... 

320 

64 

202 

240 

826 

Cases  Visited. 


No.  of  children 

Total  No.  of  Visits  found  not  suffering  as  reported 


Measles  

371 

...  . 

56 

Chicken  Pox 

85 

10 

Whooping  Cough 

249 

39 

Other  Diseases  ... 

573 

... 

42 

Totals  ... 

1,278 

... 

. 147 

total  number  of  visits  in  1907  was 

1,114. 

»»  »>  11 

1906  „ 

1,251. 

ii  »>  n 

1905  „ 

450. 

DIARRHOEA. 


During  1908,  53  deaths  were  registered  under  the  heading  of  Diarrhoea. 

With  the  exception  of  the  year  1907,  when  40  deaths  occurred,  the 
number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  in  1908  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 
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The  following;  table  shows  the  mortality  each  year  from  this  zymotic 
disease  since  1898  : — 

Year  189S  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908 

No.  of  deaths 114  ...146  ...139  ...113  ...  56  ...  85  ...109  ...  87  ...  83  ..  40  ...  53 

Rate  per  1,000 

births 64-3  . 80-7. ..76-0.. .61-5. ..27-1. ..42-2. ..56-7. . 41-8  ..38-2...  18...  24 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

of  the  population  2'0...  2-5...  2-4...  1'9...  -8...  1'3...  T7...  1’3...  l-2...  -5  ...  -7 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  Streets  and  Wards  in  which  the  deaths  took 
place : — 


DERBY  WARD. 

Brookhill  Road  ...  1 

Cedar  Street  ...  2 

Cornwall  Street  ...  1 

Devon  Street  ...  1 

Garden  Lane  ...  1 

G 


KNOWSLEY  WARD. 

Bank  Road  ...  1 

Boreland  Street  ...  2 

Boston  Street  ...  1 

Carolina  Street  ...  1 

Coleridge  Street  ...  1 

Holywell  Street  ...  1 

Milton  Street  ...  1 

Rhyl  Street  ...  1 

Stafford  Street  ...  1 

Talbot  Street  ...  1 

Vermont  Street  ...  1 


STANLEY  WARD. 


Beatrice  Street  ...  1 

Benedict  Street  ...  1 

Clare  Road  ...  1 

Hawthorne  Road...  1 
Olivia  Street  ...  1 

Wadham  Road  ...  1 


G 


LINACRE  WARD. 


Boswell  Street  ...  1 

Dryden  Street  ...  1 

Falconer  Street  ...  1 

Hood  Street  ...  1 

Kuowsley  Road  ...  1 

Longfellow  Street..  1 
Percy  Street  ...  1 

Pope  Street  ...  1 

Salisbury  Road  ...  1 

Tennyson  Street...  1 


10 


MERSEY  WARD. 
Alma  Vale  Terrace.  1 


Bedford  Place  ...  1 

Berry  Street  ...  2 

Brasenose  Road  ...  2 

Church  Street  ...  1 

Derby  Road  ...  1 

Emley  Street  ...  1 

Howe  Street  ...  1 

Irlam  Road  ...  1 

Lyons  Street  ...  1 

Raleigh  Street  ...  1 

St.  John’s  Road  ...  1 


14 

ORRELL  WARD. 


Edith  Road  ...  1 

Eleanor  Road  ...  1 

Elizabeth  Road  ...  1 

Mon  fa  Road  ...  1 

Willard  Street  ...  1 


5 


12 
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Feeding. 


4 Cases  were  said  to  have  been  fed  on  breast  milk  only. 

8 ,,  bad  been  recently  weaned. 

16  ,,  were  fed  by  hand  since  birth. 

4 ,,  ,,  partly  on  the  breast  and  partly  by  band. 

In  nearly  every  case  where  a feeding  bottle  was  used  the  boat-shaped  variety 
was  found  in  use. 


In  the  following  instances  three  or  more  deaths  bad  occurred  previously  in 
the  same  family  : — 


No.  of  Children 

No.  dead 

From  Diarrlicea. 

7 

5 

3 

4 

4 

3 

8 

5 

4 

6 

5 

3 

6 

3 

3 

Parents  drink?  Feeding 

No  ...  Neave’s  Food 

No  ...  Cow’s  milk 

No 

No  ...  Lately  weaned 


During  the  months  of  July,  August  and  September  in  1907,  and  of 
August  and  September  in  1908,  the  Health  Committee  inaugurated  a system 
of  voluntary  notification  of  cases  of  Diarrhoea  occurring  in  children  under  the 
age  of  one  year. 


For  the  notification  of  each  case  the  medical  attendant  was  offered  2/6, 
and  requested  to  only  report  those  in  which  he  was  of  opinion  that  the" 
services  of  a Lady  Health  Visitor  would  be  both  useful  and  welcome. 

This  resulted  in  46  notifications  being  received  in  the  year  1907,  and  41 
in  1908. 

In  the  latter  year,  29  of  the  patients  were  reported  by  two  doctors,  the 
remaining  12  cases  coming  from  6 other  medical  men.  13  of  the  cases 
occurred  in  the  Derby  Road  district 

Of  those  notified  6 died,  2 had  been  delicate  from  birth  and 
3 others  were  moribund  when  reported.  In  these  latter  cases  no  useful 
result  could  at  this  late  stage  of  the  illness  follow  notification  of  the 
disease.  Moreover,  the  notifications  did  not  comply  with  the  conditions  laid 
down  by  the  Health  Committee. 

The  remaining  35  cases,  i.e,  85%  of  the  total,  all  recovered. 
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I think  the  experiment  is  worth  repeating,  but  it  should  he  clearly  under- 
stood that  notification  is  only  invited  where  there  is  a possibility  of  the  child 
receiving  benefit. 

Last  year  over  seven  pages  of  the  Annual  Report  were  devoted  to  tho 
subject  of  Epidemic  Diarrhoea.  As  the  conditions  since  then  have  not 
materially  changed,  reference  is  invited  to  that  Report  for  further  general 
information  on  the  subject. 

PHTHISIS. 

During  the  year  1908,  104  deaths  were  ascribed  to  Phthisis,  equal  to  a 
rate  of  1-4  per  1,000  of  the  total  population. 

The  details  of  the  disinfection  carried  out  in  connection  with  Phthisis 
are  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  cases  notified,  and  taken  from  death  returns  ...  118 

,,  houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

,,  houses  disinfected  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  38 

The  following  table  gives  the  Ward  distribution  of  Phthisis,  the  total 
deaths  each  year,  and  the  death  rate  per  1,000  since  1901  : — 

Kate  per  1 ,000 


Year 

Derby 

8tanley 

Mersey 

Kuowsley  Liuacre 

Orrell 

Totals 

o ( the  population 

1901 

11 

11 

31 

18 

7 

— 

78 

1-3 

1902 

11 

12 

35 

25 

16 

— 

99 

1-6 

1903 

9 

12 

22 

18 

15 

— 

76 

1-2 

1904 

...  15 

12 

31 

31 

11 

— 

100 

1-6 

1905 

12 

8 

27 

15 

16 

— 

78 

1-2 

1906 

G 

9 

27 

17 

21 

*6 

86 

12 

1907 

14 

11 

13 

11 

30 

3 

82 

1-1 

1908 

13 

12 

34 

16 

26 

3 

104 

1-4 

* Previous  to  1906  the  statistics  for  Orrell  were  not  included. 


Table  showing  progressive  decline  in  the  death  rate  from  Phthisis  in  the 
whole  of  England  during  the  last  four  decades  : — 


1866  to 

1876  to 

1886  to 

1896  to 

1875 

1885 

1895 

1905 

Average  annual  death-rate  per 

1,000  of  the  population 
from  Phthisis 2’32 

1-93 

1-54 

1-26 
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In  1908,  84  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  Phthisis  occurred  in  the 
Workhouse  Hospitals  of  the  West  Derby  Union. 

Since  1901  a voluntary  system  of  notification  of  cases  of  Phthisis  has 
been  in  force  in  Bootle,  the  Corporation  paying  a fee  of  2/6  for  each  case 
reported. 

Systematic  enquiries  are  made  into  all  cases  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  Health  Department.  Besides  giving  instructions  as  to  the  best  methods 
of  combating  this  disease,  an  offer  is  made  to  disinfect  the  infected  rooms, 
etc.,  free  of  charge,  and,  if  the  consent  of  the  owner  can  be  obtained,  the 
Corporation  at  their  own  expense  strip  the  old  paper  from  the  walls  of  these 
rooms.  A pocket  spittoon  is  also  presented  to  those  patients  found  to  require 
one,  and  instructions  given  as  to  how  to  use  and  cleanse  this  article. 
Frequent  re-visits  are  made  to  the  cases  in  order  to  give  any  further  advice  or 
assistance  that  may  be  necessary. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  reported  under  this 
scheme  each  year  from  1901. 


Year 

Cases 

Remarks 

1901 

22 

. . . 

From  July  to  end  of  year 

1902 

22 

— 

1903 

21 

— 

1904 

40 

— 

1905 

22 

— 

1906 

18 

— 

1907 

7 

— 

1908 

24 



The  average  annual  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  past  8 years=22. 

These  figures  clearly  show  that  in  Bootle  the  voluntary  notification  of 
Phthisis  has  been  a failure. 

It  is  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  effective  and  complete  preventive 
measures  that  accurate  information  of  cases  of  the  disease  should  be  in  the 
possession  of  the  Health  Committee. 

The  opposition  to  compulsory  notification  oE  Phthisis  is  now  much 
weaker  than  it  was  8 years  ago.  Already  the  system  is  in  operation  in 
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Sheffield,  Burnley  and  Bolton,  and  the  results  in  these  towns  will  be  keenly 
watched  by  other  Local  Authorities. 

In  the  meantime  the  Local  Government  Board  have  decided  that  from 
1st  January,  1909,  all  cases  of  Phthisis  occurring  in  Poor  Law  practice  in 
England  and  Wales  shall  be  reported  to  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority 
concerned,  and  probably,  by  this  means  alone,  about  33%  of  the  total  cases  in 
Bootle  will  be  notified  to  the  Health  Department. 

The  cases  notified  will  give  an  opportunity  to  educate  and  train  the 
patients  in  the  method  of  life  suitable  to  the  disease,  to  disinfect  rooms  which 
have  become  infected,  and  to  remove  all  conditions  which  favour  infection  and 
re-infection. 

According  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
“ tuberculosis  is  not  only  a preventable  disease,  but  it  can  also  be  arrested, 
especially  in  its  earlier  stages;  and  indeed  the  vast  majority  of  those  attacked 
by  it  recover.” 

“ Under  the  present  conditions  a large  proportion  of  the  total  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  remain  unrecognised  until  either  consolidation  or 
cavitation  of  lungs  has  occurred,  and  patients  are  approaching  or  have  reached 
the  period  of  complete  disablement  from  work.  In  such  cases  there  must 
already  have  been  many  opportunities  for  spreading  infection.” 

In  order  to  emphasise  the  verbal  instructions,  leaflets  containing  the 
following  information  are  supplied  to  each  patient. 

How  to  Prevent  Consumption. 

Precautions. — It  is  essential  for  the  protection  of  their  own  families,  and  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  among  the  general  public,  that  the  following 
simple  precautions  be  taken  by  consumptive  persons : — 

The  consumptive  person  must  not  expectorate  about  the  house,  nor  on 
the  floor  of  any  cab,  omnibus,  tram  car,  railway  carriage,  or  other 
conveyance.  Spitting  about  the  streets,  or  in  any  public  buildings  (churches, 
schools,  theatres,  railway  stations,  &c.),  is  a dangerous  as  well  as  a filthy 
habit. 

The  consumptive  person  must  not  expectorate  anywhere  except  into  a 
spittoon  kept  for  the  purpose,  and  containing  a little  water,  but  when  out  of 


44 


cIool’s,  a small,  wide  mouthed  bottle  with  a well-fitting  cork,  or  a pocket 
spitton,  which  may  be  obtained  from  any  chemist,  should  be  used. 

The  expectoration  must  he  washed  into  a drain  or  buried  in  the  earth. 

The  cup  or  spittoon  must  then  bo  kept  in  boiling  water  for  ten  minutes 
before  being  thoroughly  cleaned. 

When  not  provided  with  a proper  spittoon,  a consumptive  person  must 
not  spit  into  a handkerchief,  but  into  a piece  of  rag  or  paper,  which  must  be 
burnt. 

Handkerchiefs  which  may  have  been  used  of  necessity,  should  be  boiled 
half-an-hour  before  washing. 

Consumptive  persons  must  not  swallow  their  phlegm,  as,  by  so  doing, 
the  disease  may  be  conveyed  to  parts  of  the  body  not  already  affected. 

A consumptive  person  must  not  kiss,  or  be  kissed  on  the  mouth. 

A consumptive  person,  when  coughing,  should  always  hold  a hand- 
kerchief in  front  of  his  mouth,  and  avoid  coughing  in  the  direction  of  another 
person. 

General  Precautions  to  be  Observed.  — ALL  rooms  occupied  by 
consumptive  persons  should  be  as  well  lighted  and  ventilated  as  possible. 
Fresh  air,  light  and  sunshine,  are  most  important  preventives  of  consumption. 
It  is  not  safe  for  a healthy  person  to  share  a bedroom  with  a consumptive. 

No  chimney  should  ever  be  blocked  up,  and  windows  should  be  kept 
open. 

Cleanliness  and  good  sanitary  surroundings  are  important,  both  for  the 
prevention  and  for  the  cure  of  consumption. 

Moist  dusters  must  be  used  to  wipe  up  the  dust  on  the  floor,  furniture, 
woodwork,  &c.,  and  must  afterwards  be  boiled.  Tea  leaves  used  on  the  floor 
should  afterwards  be  burnt.  Do  not  chase  dust  about  or  stir  it  up. 

Milk,  especially  that  used  for  children  and  invalids,  should  be  boiled  or 
sterilised.  Meat  should  be  well  cooked. 

A room  which  has  been  occupied  by  a consumptive  should  not  be  used 
again  until  it  has  been  thoroughly  disinfected  and  cleansed. 
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Fresh  Air  and  Ventilation. 

Fresh  air  is  most  important  for  the  preservation  of  health.  This  applies 
to  children  as  much  as  to  adults. 

Want  of  proper  ventilation  predisposes  to  various  forms  of  disease, 
especially  to  Consumption  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis,  by  bringing  about 
a low  state  of  health. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  development  and  the  spread  of  Consumption,  fresh 
air  and  proper  ventilation  are  essential  in  factories,  workshops  and  offices, 
particularly  where  the  work  carried  on  is  associated  with  gaseous  fumes  or 
fine  dust. 

The  better  the  ventilation,  the  greater  the  worker’s  power. 

The  BREATII  from  the  lungs  contains  foul  organic  matter  which  is 
highly  poisonous. 

The  air  containing  this  foul  organic  matter  must  be  quickly  removed 
from  living  and  sleeping  rooms,  and  also  from  workrooms,  schools,  churches, 
places  of  entertainment,  public  vehicles,  &c. 

If  not  removed  by  efficient  ventilation,  the  foul  air  is  breathed  again  and 
again,  and  so  poisons  the  blood. 

This  is  a common  cause  of  headache,  nausea,  loss  of  appetite,  lassitude, 
amentia,  poorness  of  blood,  and  chronic  ill-health,  predisposing  to  Consump- 
tion and  other  diseases. 

OVER-CROWDING  is  dangerous  and  injurious  to  health  wherever  it 
occurs,  and  should  therefore  be  avoided. 

When  a room,  on  entering  it  directly  from  the  open  air,  smells  close  and 
stuffy,  the  foul  air  it  contains  is  not  fit  to  breathe,  and  more  fresh  air  is 
required. 

WINDOWS  should  be  made  to  open  to  the  external  air,  and  should  be 
kept  open  day  and  night,  unless  this  is  forbidden  by  the  medical  adviser. 
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A free  supply  of  fresh  air  is  secured  by  widely  opening  the  window  at  the 
top,  or  by  opening  the  bottom  sash  about  four  inches,  and  inserting  between 
the  window  frame  and  the  sill  a piece  of  wood  the  whole  width  of  the  window, 
so  that  the  air  enters,  in  the  former  case,  at  the  top  of  the  room,  in  the  latter 
case,  between  the  sashes  at  the  middle  of  the  window,  and  in  an  upward 
direction. 

Fresh  air  and  sunlight  kill  disease  germs.  Every  room  in  which  there 
has  been  a case  of  infectious  disease  must  be  especially  well  ventilated. 

Every  room,  especially  if  used  for  sleeping  in,  should  have  an  open  fire- 
place. 

ALCOHOLISM. 

During  the  year  1908,  9 deaths  were  assigned  to  Alcoholism,  compared 
with  6 in  1907,  and  7 in  1906. 

This  small  number  does  not  in  any  way  indicate  the  full  extent  of  the 
injury  to  health  caused  by  excessive  drinking. 

THE  MID  WIVES  ACT. 

The  number  of  women  on  the  local  roll  of  midwives  is  18.  In  addition 
to  these,  7 others  who  reside  outside  the  district  gave  notice  of  their  intention 
to  practice  within  the  Borough. 

Of  the  local  midwives,  three  have  not  passed  any  qualifying  examination, 
but  each  of  these  has  been  recognised  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  in  con- 
sequence of  having  been  in  practice  as  a midwife  for  at  least  one  year  previous 
to  July  31st.  1902. 

In  compliance  with  Section  8 of  the  Act,  the  Contral  Authority  has  been 
supplied  with  the  following  information  : — 

Change  of  name  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Change  of  address  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Notice  of  intention  to  cease  practice  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  of  midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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Under  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  (Section  18  E.)  the 
following  notifications  have  been  received  : — 

Records  of  sending  for  medical  help  ...  ...  ...  GO 

Still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

*Deaths  of  children  before  attendance  of  a medical  practitioner  8 
t Deaths  of  mothers  ,,  ,,  ,,  2 

Cases  of  puerperal  fever  notified  by  midwives  ...  ...  — 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  „ ,,  ...  ...  1 

* These  cases  were  enquired  into  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
f These  cases  were  enquired  into  by  the  Coroner. 

Of  the  18  midwives,  13  devote  their  whole  time  to  the  work.  The  others 
are  only  partially  employed. 

Number  of  births  in  Bootle  attended  by  midwives  who  reside 

outside  the  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  339 


Births  attended  by  the  18  local  midwives 
Highest  number  of  births  attended  by  one  midwife 
Lowest  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Still  births  attended  by  midwives 


1,171 

188 

11 

40 


Percentage  of  still  births  to  total  births  attended  by  midwives=2-G 

The  following  particulars  relate  to  the  period  of  pregnancy  during  which 
the  still  births  took  place:  — 

At  6 months  ...  ...  ...  10  cases. 


,,  7 ,, 

„ 8 ,. 

>>  9 ,i 

Not  specified 


10 

3 

14 

3 


1 1 


Total  still  births  ...  40 

In  three  cases  of  still  births  the  mothers  were  unmarried  women. 


In  reference  to  the  GO  records  of  sending  for  medical  help,  it  may  be 
noted  that  this  number  gives  a percentage  of  3-9  to  the  total  confinements. 
In  connection  with  this  matter  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  a midwife  who 
called  in  a doctor  to  12-6  per  cent,  of  her  cases  (the  highest  recorded 
for  the  year)  had  the  least  fatality  in  her  practice,  whereas,  those  midwives 
who  seldom  called  in  medical  aid  had  the  greatest  fatality  amongst  their 
patients. 
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During  the  year  under  review  the  West  Derby  Board  of  Guardians 
decided  that  where  a lying-in  woman  was  unable  to  pay  for  medical  aid,  and 
the  attending  midwife  considered  that  such  aid  was  required,  the  Board’s 
District  Medical  Officer  should  be  called  in,  but  if  the  matter  was  urgent  and 
the  Poor  Law  Medical  Officer  could  not  be  obtained  at  once,  then  the  nearest 
private  practitioner  should  be  sent  for  at  the  expense  of  the  Guardians. 

All  the  midwives  in  the  Borough  were  notified  of  this  very  humane  pro- 
vision, but  in  two  instances  only  was  it  acted  upon. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  complications  for  which  medical  assistance 
was  required  : — 


Abnormal  Presentations — 

Brow  or  face  presentation  ... 
Occipito-posterior 
Breech  ... 

Foot 

Cord 

Placenta  praevia  ... 

Other  complications — 

Deformed  pelvis  ... 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage  ... 
Retained  placenta  or  membranes 
Ruptured  perineum 
Inversion  of  uterus 
Malformation  of  child 
Eclampsia 
Obstructed  labour 
Uterine  inertia  ... 

Requiring  instrumental  assistance 
Various  or  not  specified 


1 

2 

5 
2 
1 
2 

6 
2 
2 
7 
2 
1 
1 
5 
7 
9 


Total  60 


PUERPERAL  FEVER, 

During  the  year  8 cases  were  notified,  and  of  these  5 died,  giving  a 
mortality  from  this  disease  of  2-2  per  1,000  births. 
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The  death  rate  from  Puerperal  Fever  for  the  whole  of  England  and 


Wales  during  the  same  period  was  1-5  per 
years  2-0  per  1,000. 

1,000,  and  for  the  previous  10 

The  number  of  days  elapsing  between  the  confinement  and  the  notifica- 

tion  of  Puerperal  Fever  was  as  follows  : — 

In  3 cases 

6 days. 

>>  2 ,, 

7 „ 

,,  1 case 

10  „ 

>)  1 )> 

19  „ 

>)1  1 1 • • • 

20  „ 

It  would  assist  the  Health  Department  very  much  if,  in  future,  all  cases 

were  reported  as  soon  as  diagnosed. 


Three  of  the  patients  were  sent  to  Mill  Road  Infirmary  and  of  these  one 

died. 

Five  of  the  patients  were  attended  solely  by  a midwife,  until  the  symptoms 
of  the  disease  developed,  when  a doctor  was  called  in.  In  the  remaining  three 
cases  a medical  man  had  been  in  attendance  since  the  confinement. 


With  one  or  two  exceptions  the  midwives  have,  during  the  year,  carried 
out  their  duties  efficiently. 

The  case  books  have  been  well  kept,  the  bags  and  appliances  were  found 
in  a cleanly  state,  and  the  reports  of  the  routine  visits  paid  to  the  homes  of 
the  midwives  shew  that  their  houses  are,  as  a rule,  kept  in  a scrupulously 
clean  condition. 


In  only  two  instances,  as  far  as  is  known,  was  there  any  serious  delay  in 
sending  for  medical  aid,  and  in  both  of  these  the  person  in  attendance  was  an 
uncertified  woman.  In  one  of  the  cases  breast  milk  was  recommended  by  the 
“ handy  ” woman  to  be  squirted  into  an  infant’s  eye  in  order  to  cure  inflam- 
mation of  that  organ.  The  patient  was  afterwards  treated  at  the  local  hospital 
but  death  ensued,  no  doubt  accelerated  by  the  treatment  received  outside. 
The  other  also  was  a case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  but  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  patient  to  be  removed  to  St.  Paul’s  Eye  Hospital,  where  recovery 
took  place. 

There  are  known  to  be  six  such  “ handy  ” women  practicing  midwifery, 
to  a more  or  less  extent,  in  Bootle.  Fortunately,  after  the  1st  of  January, 
1910,  these  women  will  be  prohibited  from  attending  cases. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

Two  only  are  in  constant  use,  and  these  are  properly  kept.  Nearly  all 
the  meat  consumed  in  Bootle  comes  from  the  Liverpool  or  the  Birkenhead 
public  slaughter  houses,  or  is  imported  in  a frozen  condition  from  abroad. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

G84  Inspections  of  premises  were  made  in  which  food  was  either  prepared 
or  sold.  The  amount  of  diseased  or  unsound  food  destroyed  during  the  year 
amounted  to  1,722  lbs.  In  all  cases  the  condemned  food  was  voluntarily 
given  up.  Usually  the  Inspector  was  called  upon  to  examine  the  food  at  the 
request  of  the  owner.  In  no  instance  was  it  considered  advisable  to  issue  a 
summons. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Regulations  as  to  Food)  Act,  1907,  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  already  issued  two  sets  of  regulations  relating  to 
imported  foods  and  the  duties  of  Customs  Officers  and  Port  Sanitary 
Authorities  in  relation  thereto. 

Definite  regulations,  governing  the  sanitary  condition  of  buildings  in 
which  food  is  prepared,  are  wanting. 

These  regulations  should  include  premises  where  potted  or  tinned  meats, 
sausages,  pies,  fruit,  etc.,  are  prepared  and  stored,  and  in  addition  to  prescrib- 
ing rules  relating  to  the  conducting  of  the  business,  should  particularly  refer 
to  the  condition  of  the  walls  and  floors,  and  to  the  manner  in  which  such 
premises  should  be  lighted,  drained,  ventilated  and  cleansed. 

If  regulations  such  as  those  suggested  were  made,  uniformity  of  action 
by  all  Sanitary  Authorities  would  be  ensured  and  thus  lead  to  a much  needed 
improvement  in  the  structure  and  the  arrangement  of  such  premises. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Only  four  such  trades  at  present  exist  in  the  Borough,  viz.  : — 

Number  of  Inspections. 

2 Tanneries  ...  ...  24 

1 Soap  Boiler  ...  ...  10 

1 Gut  Scraper  ...  ...  48 

In  no  case  was  a nuisance  reported  at  the  above  premises  during  the 

year. 
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SUB-LET  HOUSES. 

There  are  17G  sub-let  houses  on  the  register.  Although  the  number 
actually  registered  is  comparatively  small,  the  number  of  houses  kept  under 
observation  is  over  GOO,  and  to  these  2,517  visits  were  made  in  1908. 

The  inhabitants  are  very  migratory,  and  it  is  difficult  to  keep  the  register 
correctly.  Many  of  the  tenants  only  stay  in  a house  long  enough  to  permit 
of  the  cards  and  tickets  being  affixed,  and,  very  often,  when  the  house  is 
again  visited  in  two  or  three  weeks,  it  is  found  to  be  empty. 

One  serious  defect  in  our  present  bye-laws  is  that  no  proceedings  can  be 
taken  under  them  in  cases  where  it  is  necessary,  from  a moral  point  of  view, 
to  separate  the  sexes.  This  matter  is  quite  as  important  as  overcrowding. 

Probably  less  than  10  per  cent,  of  the  sub-let  bouses  in  Bootle  are 
registered  as  such.  In  order  to  register  and  to  properly  inspect  them  all,  two 
additional  Inspectors  would  be  required  for  this  work  alone.  I do  not,  how- 
ever, think  it  necessary  that  all  these  should  be  registered,  as  in  many  sub-let 
houses  there  are  only  5 or  6 persons  in  each. 

During  the  year  374  notices  have  been  served  upon  the  occupiers  in 
respect  of  registration,  overcrowding,  dirty  rooms,  etc.  In  only  one  case  was 
it  found  necessary  to  issue  a summons. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES  ACT. 

During  the  year  1908  no  action  was  taken  under  Parts  I or  II  of  this  Act. 

Early  in  the  year,  however,  the  Health  Committee  requested  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  report  on  “ The  necessity  of  working-class  lodging-houses 
in  Bootle  in  lieu  of  artizans’  dwellings,  and  generally  on  the  question.” 

The  report  submitted  showed  that  there  already  existed  five  common 
lodging-houses  in  the  Borough,  giving,  in  the  aggregate,  accommodation  for 
341  men,  and  that  these  premises  were  registered  to  accommodate  nearly  20 
per  cent,  more  persons  than  used  them. 

For  the  purposes  of  that  portion  of  the  report  dealing  with  artizans’ 
dwellings,  practically  all  the  cottage  property  in  the  district  of  Derby  Road 
was  visited. 

In  all,  685  houses  were  examined,  and  379  per  cent,  of  these  were  found 
to  be  let  in  lodgings  or  occupied  by  members  of  more  than  one  family. 
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Overcrowding,  however,  from  a legal  point  of  view,  was  found  to  be 
practically  non-existent. 

The  following  table  is  a summary  of  some  of  the  information  contained 
in  the  report : — 


Street 

Mann  Street 
Second  Street  ... 
Howe  Street 
Miller’s  Bridge  ... 
Wm.  Henry  Street 
First  Street 
Kirk  Street 
Balliol  Terrace  ... 
Matthew  Street  ... 
Molyneux  Street... 
Johnstone  Street... 
Lincoln  Street  ... 
Emley  Street 
Lyons  Street 
Raleigh  Street  ... 
Pleasant  View  ... 
Cross  Street  (No.  2) 
Henry  Street 
Cross  Terrace  . . . 
Cross  View 
Canal  View 
Cross  Place 
Pleasant  Place  ... 
Everton  View 
Lees  Terrace 
Sheridan  Place  ... 
Camden  Street  ... 
Seaforth  Street  ... 
Sandy  Lane 
Pleasant  Grove  ... 

Totals 


Total 

No. 

No. 

houses 

empty 

let 

34 

1 

9 

6 

— 

3 

36 

— 

20 

29 

— 

5 

23 

— 

9 

6 

— 

— 

67 

6 

30 

15 

1 

12 

30 

— 

20 

36 

— 

28 

35 

1 

18 

36 

— 

11 

38 

1 

— 

64 

8 

28 

10 

— 

10 

16 

— 

3 

5 

— 

1 

12 

1 

— 

4 

2 

2 

1 

5 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

8 

— 

— 

4 

— 

3 

4 

— 

2 

24 

1 

12 

35 

6 

5 

54 

2 

23 

16 

— 

— 

28 

3 

7 

No.  of 
rooms 

Average  rent 

per 

house 

of  house 

5 

5/9 

6 

5/- 

8 

7/9 

2 

4/- 

6 

5/6 

5 

51- 

6 

6/6 

5 

6/- 

5 

5/9 

5 

6/- 

5 

6/- 

4 

5/6 

4 

51- 

4 

5/- 

6 

6/6 

3 to  6 

3/9  to  7/3 

ditto 

4/6  to  6/6 

4 

5/- 

3 to  5 

4/-  to  5/3 

4 

4/- 

4 

4/-  to  4/6 

4 to  6 

4/8  to  5/9 

6 

6/- 

4 

5/- 

4 to  8 

5/6  to  8/6 

4 

5/6 

5 

6/- 

4 

4/6  to  51- 

4 

ditto 

Average 

Rents  paid  by  , No.  of 


sub-tenants 
vary  from 

1/-  to  3/6 

persons  in 
each  sub- 
let room 

1-7 

1/6  „ 2/6 

3 

i 

1 

1-7 

2/- 

3 

2/-  „ 2/9 

1-6 

1/-  „ 3/6 

2-9 

1 /-  „ 3/- 

2-5 

1/-  „ 3/- 

2-2 

9d.  „ 3/- 

2-8 

1/6  „ 3/- 

2 

1/6  „ 3/- 

3 

1/-  „ 2/6 

2-4 

1/-  „ 3/3 

2-4 

1/-  „ 3/- 

1-5 

1/- 

1 

4/6 

1 

3/- 

1-3 

2/-  to  3/- 

3-5* 

1/6  „ 3/6 

1-4 

1/6  „ 3/- 

2 

1/6  ,,  3/6 

2 

2/3  „ 2/6 

1-7 

...  685  34  260 


* This  only  relates  to  two  rooms 
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With  the  exception  of  Howe  Street  it  will  be  seen  that  the  house  rents 
vary  from  4/-  to  6/6  per  week,  and  that  the  sub-tenants  pay  from  9d.  to  3/6 
per  week  according  to  the  accommodation  provided. 

It  was  also  ascertained  that  there  were  in  the  Derby  Road  district  alone, 
about  250  four-roomed  houses  (providing  the  scullery  be  counted  as  a room) 
each  let  at  from  4/6  to  5/6  weekly,  and  that  in  the  whole  of  the  Borough 
about  1,700  houses  of  a similar  rent  and  size  existed,  thus  shewing  that  private 
enterprise  had  to  some  extent  already  met  the  demand  for  cheap  four-roomed 
houses. 

Unfortunately  there  are  a large  number  of  families  who  cannot  afford  to 
pay  more  than  1 /6  to  3/6  per  week  house  rent.  Private  enterprise  does  not 
cater  for  the  housing  of  such  people  in  separate  tenements.  They  are,  there- 
fore, compelled  to  take  rooms  in  a house  never  built  nor  intended  to  be  used 
as  a sub-let  dwelling. 

Practically  all  the  sub-let  rooms  in  Bootle  are  of  this  class.  In  each  of 
these  one  or  more  of  the  following  defects  exist,  except  in  the  case  of  ground 
floor  rooms  : — 

a.  No  suitable  and  convenient  water  supply. 

b.  No  scullery  nor  sink. 

c.  No  proper  place  to  store  food. 

d.  Small  bedroom  fireplace,  quite  unsuitable  for  cooking  purposes. 

e.  Bad  access  to  water  closet. 

This  state  of  affairs  is  not  peculiar  to  Bootle.  In  nearly  every  large 
industrial  centre  the  same  conditions  have  to  be  faced. 


Enquiry  was  also  made  into  the  vital  and  other  statistics  relating  to  the 
685  occupied  houses  in  the  Derby  Road  district.  The  census,  however,  on 
which  these  figures  are  based  was  not  made  until  the  20th  January,  1909. 


0„. 

— — — j j 

No.  of 
occupied 
houses 

No. 

sub-let 

Average 
No.  of 
persons 
per 
house. 

Average  No. 
of  rooms  per 
house  used 
for  sleeping 
purposes 

Population 
Jan.  20th, 
1909 

Total 
Deaths 
from  1 903 
to  1908 
(6  years) 

Average  No. 
of  deaths 
per  year 

Average  annual 
death  rate  per 
1,000  population 
1903-1908 

685 

260 

*5-9 

2-8 

4,082 

830 

138 

33-8 

* At  the  1901  census  5'8  persons  per  house  were  found,  taking  the  Borough  as  a whole. 
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When  compared  with  the  general  death  rate  for  the  whole  Borough,  it  is 
seen  that  the  rate  in  the  Derby  Road  district,  taking  the  average  of  the  past 
six  years,  is  nearly  double  that  for  the  town  generally  during  the  same  period. 

The  Council  eventually  decided  to  apply  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  permission  to  erect  24  artiz&ns’  dwellings  on  land  already  owned  by  the 
Corporation  in  Falkner  Crescent.  This  scheme  provided  for 

8 Three-roomed  tenements,  each  to  let  at  3/3  per  week. 

8 ,,  > > ) > i > 3/9  , , 

8 Four  ,,  ,,  ,,  4/3  to  4/6  per  week. 

The  decision  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  whose  Inspector  held  an 
enquiry  on  the  proposal,  was  that  the  site  was  not  suitable  for  the  purpose 
intended. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  required  to  make  and  to  transmit  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  an  annual  summary  of  the  work  done  under  this  Act. 
The  following  are  copies  of  the  official  tables  that  must  he  sent  to  the  Home 
Office.  Additional  details  will  be  found  on  pages  71  and  72. 

Factokies,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 

1.— INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 
Nuisances. 


Premises 

Number  of 

Inspections 

WrittenNotices 

Prosecutions 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

65 

18 

— 

Workshops  ... 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 
Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’ 
Premises  included  in  Part  3 of  this 

604 

96 

Report) 

601 

30 

— 

Totals 

1 ,270 

144 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars 

Number  of  Defects 

Number 

of 

Prosecuti’ns 

Pound 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspeotor 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

• ••  , , , , , 

69 

69 

— 



Want  of  Ventilation 

•••  ••• 

1 

1 

— 



Overcrowding 

...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

11 

11 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances... 

. . • • • • • • 

64 

64 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

insufficient 
unsuitable  or 

1 

1 

— 

— 

accommodation  - 

defective 
not  separate  for 

4 

2 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory 
Act : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  ur 

sexes 

and  Workshop 

derground  bake- 

4 

4 

houses  (S.  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 

— 

— 

— 

— 

for  bakehouses  (SS.  97  to  100) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
which  are  included  in  Part  3 of  this 
Report) 

Totals 

... 

154 

152 

3.— HOME  WORK. 


Nature  of  Work — 


Wearing  Apparel — Making,  &c. 

OUTWORKERS’  LlSTS,  SECTION  107 

Lists  received  from  Employers — 

Lists 

Outworkers 

Twice  in  the  year 

20 

75 

Once  in  the  year 

4 

6 

Number  of  Addresses  of  Outworkers  received  from  other  Councils  50 
Number  of  Addresses  of  Outworkers  forwarded  to  other  Councils  81 
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Prosecutions — 

Failing  to  keep  or  permit  inspection  of  lists  ... 

Failing  to  send  lists  ...  ...  ..  ...  •••  — 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Outworkers’  Premises  ...  ...  ..  146 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises,  Section  108 — 

Instances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Outwork  in  Infected  Premises,  Sections  109  and  110 — 

Instances 

Orders  made  (S.  110)  ... 

Prosecutions  (SS.  109  and  110)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Number 

Bakehouses 

38 

Confectionery  Bakehouses 

30 

Workshops  and  Workplaces 

Outworkers’  Premises 

173 

30 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 

271 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class 

Number 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  (S.  133)  

3 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred 

f Notified  by  H.M.  Insp'tor 

33 

by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remedi- 
able under  the  Public  Health- 
Acts,  but  not  under  the  Fac- 
tory Act  (S.  5) 

Reports  of  action  taken, 
v sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 

27 

Other 

...  •••  ••• 

3 

Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101)  — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  (Renewed) 

18 

In  use  at  the  end  of  1907  ... 

... 

18 
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SHOP  HOURS  ACT. 

Under  this  Act  a young  person  means  anyone  under  the  age  of  18  years. 

It  is  illegal  to  employ  such  a person  for  a longer  period  than  74  hours 
per  week,  including  meal  times. 

Notices  containing  the  chief  provisions  of  the  Act,  must  be  displayed  in 
a conspicuous  place  in  shops. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  under  the  Act : — 

No.  of  shops  visited  by  day  ...  ...  ...  ...  222 

No.  of  shops  visited  by  night...  ...  ...  ...  42 

No.  of  instances  in  which  the  provisions  of  the  Act  were 

found  not  to  be  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  16 

In  every  case  the  cause  for  complaint  was  remedied  after  notice. 

SEATS  FOR  SHOP  ASSISTANTS  ACT. 

During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  in  only  two  instances  to  give 
notices  under  this  Act.  In  both  cases  the  necessary  seats  were  provided. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

The  details  connected  with  the  inspection  of  bakehouses  will  he  found  on 
page  71. 

The  number  of  bakehouses  now  on  the  register  is  38,  and  to  these  342 
visits  were  made  during  the  past  year. 

In  10  instances  it  was  found  necessary  to  call  attention  to  the  untidy 
condition  of  the  tables  and  utensils,  and  in  15  others  to  the  dirty  state  of  the 
walls  and  ceilings. 

The  bakehouses  are  now  much  better  kept  than  in  former  years,  but  the 
need  for  frequent  and  thorough  inspection  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  although 
each  of  them  was  inspected  on  9 occasions  in  1908,  it  was  still  necessary  to 
draw  the  occupiers’  attention  to  the  undesirable  conditions  enumerated. 
Possibly,  if  in  the  future  a summons  was  issued  in  one  or  two  cases,  a greater 
and  more  lasting  improvement  would  result. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSIIOPS. 

There  are  in  the  Borough  39  registered  milkshops  in  addition  to  34 
shippons  to  which  dairies  are  attached.  257  inspections  of  these  premises 
were  made  by  the  Inspectors  of  the  Health  Department  and  any  defects 
reported  to  exist  were  at  once  remedied. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Health  Committee,  on  my  suggestion,  directed  that 
in  all  cases  where  a notifiable  infectious  disease  had  been  reported  to  exist  on 
any  premises,  the  milk  vendor  who  supplied  the  occupier  should  be  com- 
municated with  and  requested  not  to  permit  his  cans  to  be  taken  into  the 
infected  house  until  all  danger  was  over.  This  plan  has  worked  well  and 
cannot  have  failed  to  have  had  a beneficial  effect. 

The  average  number  of  cows  housed  in  the  Bootle  shippons  is  about  550  ; 
these  are  examined  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector,  Mr.  James  Sumner, 
M.R.C.V.S.,  four  times  each  year.  The  following  is  his  report  for  the  year 
1908:- 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dear  Sir, 

I am  pleased  to  state  that  I found,  about  the  average  number  of 
cows,  and  that  they  were  in  a very  healthy  and  clean  condition. 

I think  the  dairymen  and  Health  Authorities  can  congratulate 
themselves  on  the  continued  good  quality  and  condition  of  the  cows. 
They  are  a credit  to  any  district,  and  all  the  dairymen  seem  pleased  to 
have  the  cows  inspected,  and  are  most  anxious  that  they  should  have  a 
healthy  stock.  Any  suggestion  that  I have  made  for  the  removal  of  any 
cow  has  been  carried  out  without  demur. 

About  six  cows  have  been  sent  out  during  the  year  as  being 
undesirables,  one  of  these  was  tested  with  “ Tuberculin.”  The  reaction 
was  positive  and  the  animal  afterwards  removed. 

About  20  samples  of  milk  were  examined  and  nothing  suspicious  of 
Tuberculosis  was  found. 

The  cows  are  kept  as  clean  as  possible  when  tied  up  in  a shippon, 
the  shippons  also  are  clean  and  much  better  ventilated  than  they  used  to 
be.  All  milk  vessels  and  appliances  that  are  in  evidence,  seem  to  have  a 
great  deal  of  attention  given  to  them  both  inside  and  outside. 
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In  any  new  shippons  that  are  registered  I would  advise  that  a wash- 
basin, with  a water  tap,  be  fixed,  as  it  is  essential  that  the  milkers 
should  wash  their  hands  before  milking,  a fact  I have  tried  to  impress 

on  all. 

Yours  truly, 

JAMES  SUMNER,  M.R.C.V.S. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS,  YEAR  1908. 


Total 

Number 

of 

Samples 

Analysed. 

Number 
Keported 
by  Analyst 
asAdulter- 
ated. 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Result. 

Remarks. 

Milk  

Ill 

32 

14 

13  convic- 
tions, 1 
dismissed 

In  the  remaining  18  cases  the 
adulteration  was  so  trifling  as 
not  to  warrant  prosecution, 
or  the  vendor  was  warned. 
Amount  of  fines  and  costs, 
£22  Is.  6d.  Analyst’s  fee 
allowed  in  each  conviction. 

Butter  

47 

6 

— 

— 

These  6 adulterations  were 
non-official  samples. 

Lard 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Beer 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rum 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whisky 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Jam 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sweets  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sausage  ...  

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Flour 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Vinegar  ... 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper  

3 

— 

— 

— 

Lime  Juice  Cordial 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tinned  Tomatoes 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Beef 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Marmalade 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Honey  .. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dripping 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Potted  Shrimps... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Glycerine 

1 

1 

In  this  case  the  adulteration 
was  so  trifling  as  not  to 
warrant  prosecution. 

Totals ... 

200 

39 

14 

Note. — In  addition  to  the  above,  other  samples  were  taken,  but  were  not  sent  to  the 
Public  Analyst . 

Seven  samples  of  milk,  three  of  meat  pies,  two  of  ice  cream,  two  of  sausages,  one  of 
tinned  fish  and  one  of  potted  beef,  were  also  taken  for  the  purpose  of 
Bacteriological  Examination  by  Professor  Boyce  at  the  Liverpool  Univer- 
sity. 

The  foregoing  table  shows  that  the  largest  number  of  samples  purchased  in  Bootle 
were  those  of  milk.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  viz.  : that  the  total  number  of  samples  taken  should  total  not  less  than 
3 per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  half  of  these  should  be  milk. 
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WATER  ANALYSIS. 


Table  Shewing  Monthly  Analyses  of  Water  Supplied  by  the  Liverpool  Water 
Committee  to  Bootle  during  the  Year,  1908. 


Description. 

Month. 

Total 

Solid 

Matter 

in 

Solution 

Ammo- 

nia. 

Ammonia  from 

Organic  Matter 
by  distillation 
with  Alkaline 
Permanganate. 

Nitro- 
gen as 
Nitrates 

Com- 

bined 

Chlorine 

Oxygen  required 
to  oxidise 

In  1 In 

15  mins.  | 3 hrs. 

Total 

Hard- 

ness. 

Vyrnwy  

Jan. 

4-GO 

•000 

•006 

Trace 

•90 

•105 

•198 

1-95° 

Rivington 

yy 

9-20 

•003 

.007 

Trace 

1-40 

•040 

•080 

3-90° 

Green  Lane  Well 

yy 

32-68 

•000 

■ooo 

•524 

3-40 

•ooo 

•ooo 

22-28° 

Vyrnwy  

Feb. 

4-68 

•000 

•006 

•ooo 

•85 

•086 

•179 

2 0° 

Rivington 

>> 

9-32 

•006 

•008 

•021 

1-50 

•032 

•074 

3-9° 

Green  Lane  Well 

yy 

33-40 

•000 

•ooo 

•568 

330 

•000 

•000 

22-3° 

Vyrnwy 

Mar. 

4-28 

•002 

•006 

•000 

•85 

•088 

•176 

20° 

Rivington  .. 

J > 

9 80 

•006 

•008 

•021 

1-40 

•035 

•070 

4-16° 

Green  Lane  Well 

>> 

32-80 

•000 

•ooo 

•568 

3-40 

•000 

•000 

21-16° 

Vyrnwy  

April 

5-72 

•000 

•004 

•000 

•90 

077 

•159 

2-5° 

Rivington 

>> 

9-60 

•002 

•005 

Trace 

1-60 

•028 

•071 

4-0° 

Green  Lane  Well 

>> 

34  00 

•000 

•000 

•524 

3-30 

■ooo 

•000 

21-16° 

Vyrnwy  

May 

5-80 

•000 

•007 

•000 

1-00 

•066 

•131 

2'86° 

Rivington 

yy 

1000 

•002 

•007 

•021 

1-60 

•024 

•048 

4-29° 

Green  Lane  Well 

yy 

34-56 

•000 

•ooo 

■524 

3-50 

•000 

•000 

22-28° 

Vyrnwy  

June 

5-00 

•000 

•006 

•000 

■90 

•101 

•164 

2-10° 

Rivington 

>> 

1000 

•002 

•007 

•021 

1-60 

■031 

•152 

4-30° 

Green  Lane  Well 

>> 

34-60 

•000 

•000 

•524 

3-50 

•000 

•000 

200° 

Vyrnwy  

July 

4-60 

•002 

•006 

Trace 

•90 

•091 

•151 

2-08° 

Rivington 

1000 

•000 

•004 

Trace 

1-60 

•016 

•032 

4-10° 

Green  Lane  Well 

>> 

34-60 

•000 

•ooo 

•568 

3-40 

•000 

•ooo 

22-28° 

Vyrnwy  

Aug. 

4-60 

•000 

•006 

•000 

•90 

•086 

•148 

20° 

Rivington 

9 08 

•000 

•005 

•021 

1-60 

•024 

•041 

416° 

Green  Lane  Well 

yy 

35-40 

•ooo 

•ooo 

•568 

3-50 

•ooo 

•ooo 

53-5° 

Vyrnwy  

Sept. 

504 

•000 

•005 

•ooo 

•90 

•075 

•145 

20° 

Rivington 

>> 

9-60 

•002 

•006 

•ooo 

1-50 

•012 

•021 

41° 

Green  Lane  Well 

>> 

35-00 

•ooo 

.000 

•568 

3-50 

•000 

•ooo 

21-75° 

Vyrnwy  

Oct. 

6-80 

•ooo 

•005 

Trace 

•90 

•070 

•140 

2-34° 

Rivington 

yy 

1000 

•ooo 

•006 

•021 

1-50 

•012 

•025 

416° 

Green  Lane  Well 

yy 

35-40 

•ooo 

•ooo 

•656 

3-40 

■000 

•ooo 

21-75° 

Vyrnwy  

Nov. 

6-00 

•ooo . 

005 

•ooo 

•90 

091 

•162 

2-34° 

Rivington 

y y 

9-80 

■001 

•005 

Trace 

1-50 

007 

•014 

4-57° 

Green  Lane  Well 

>> 

34-72 

•ooo 

•ooo 

■524 

3-50 

•ooo 

•000 

21-16° 

Vyrnwy  

Dec. 

5-60 

■ooo 

■007 

•000 

•90 

•085 

•168 

2-21° 

Rivington 

) ) 

10-60 

•003 

•005 

•ooo 

1-50 

•011 

•023 

5 0° 

Green  Lane  Well 

y y 

33-56 

•ooo 

•000 

•612 

3-40 

•000  | 

•000 

24-4° 
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WATER  ANALYSIS. 

The  monthly  analyses  of  the  water  from  the  three  sources,  from  which 
the  Bootle  supply  is  obtained,  show  that  it  is  of  excellent  quality.  It  will  be 
noted,  however,  that  the  supply  from  the  Green  Lane  Well,  is  considerably 
harder  than  that  from  Vyrnwy  or  from  Rivington. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  water  distributed  from  each  of  these 
sources,  and  the  parts  of  the  Borough  supplied  with  hard  water,  Mr.  J.  Parry, 
the  Liverpool  Water  Engineer,  was  communicated  with.  As  the  information 
received  from  him  is  of  general  interest  both  to  private  users  and  to  manu- 
facturers, I give  below  the  substance  of  his  reply  to  my  queries. 

“ The  whole  of  the  Borough  of  Bootle  is  supplied  with  soft  water  from 
the  Prescot  Reservoirs,  into  which  the  Rivington  and  Vyrnwy  supplies  are 
delivered  from  the  Aqueducts,  excepting  that  certain  of  the  higher  parts  of 
Bootle  receive  a supply  from  high  pressure  mains,  which  usually  include  a 
small  proportion  of  water  from  the  Green  Lane  Well.” 

“The  proportion  of  well  water  differs  according  to  the  demands  of  dis- 
tribution, but  it  is  only  small  at  any  time.” 

“ The  distribution  of  soft  water  in  Bootle  is  on  the  whole  very  uniform, 
and  it  is  less  liable  to  change  than  almost  any  part  of  Liverpool.” 

Following  upon  this  communication  an  independent  analysis  of  the 
water  was  made,  the  results  fully  bearing  out  the  statements  made  by  the 
Liverpool  Water  Engineer. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  Linacre  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  has  accommodation  for  122 
beds  arranged  as  follows  : — 


When  Built. 

Nature  of  Building. 

Accommodation 

Block  No.  1 

1885 

Permanent 

23  beds 

„ „ 2 

1885 

Permanent 

27  „ 

>>  )>  3 

1898 

Temporary 

20  „ 

4 

j j n x 

1894 

Permanent 

16  „ 

( A 1885 

18  „ 

„ „ 5 

( B 1903 

Temporary 

18  „ 
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The  Administrative  Block  accommodates  the  Resident  Medical  Officer, 
the  Matron  and  13  Nurses,  together  with  9 other  members  of  the  Hospital  Staff. 
This  block  is  considered  insufficient  for  present  needs,  and  the  advisability  of 
increasing  the  accommodation  has  been  discussed  by  the  Committee  respon- 
sible for  the  efficiency  and  sufficiency  of  Hospital  Administration. 

Block  No.  3 is  used  for  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  and  contains  20  beds. 
Since  this  was  built,  Enteric  Fever  in  Bootle  has  considerably  diminished. 
During  the  past  6 years  the  average  annual  number  of  cases  notified  has  only 
been  36,  against  an  annual  average  of  98  for  the  previous  6 years. 

Block  No.  5 contains  36  beds,  and  was  built  for  the  accommodation  of 
Smallpox  patients.  This  disease  having  been  absent  from  the  Borough  since 
1903,  use  of  the  block  was  made  during  1908  for  the  nursing  of  Scarlet  Fever 
cases. 

If  the  least  used,  i.e.,  the  Smallpox  and  the  Enteric  Fever  Blocks  be  not 
counted,  the  Hospital  has  provision  for  66  patients  ; and  with  the  exception 
of  cases  of  Typhus  Fever,  which  occur  rarely,  this  latter  accommodation  is 
used  for  Scarlet  Fever  and  for  Diphtheria  cases. 

In  1908,  38  Diphtheria  and  364  Scarlet  Fever  patients  were  treated  at  the 
Hospital.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  during  this  year  Scarlet 
Fever  was  unusually  prevalent,  and  that  the  average  annual  number  of  cases 
of  this  disease  treated  at  the  Hospital  is  about  262. 

During  the  year  an  application  was  made  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  power  to  build  a Smallpox  Hospital  at  Maghull.  An  enquiry  was 
afterwards  held  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Board,  but  up  to  the  time  of  writing 
this  report,  the  matter  had  not  been  definitely  settled. 
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Report  of  Cases  Treated  in  the  Infectious  Hospital, 

Linacre,  1908. 


Resident  Medical  Officer— Dr.  H.  M.  CARGIN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
Table  showing  cases  treated  in  the  hospital. 


Diseases. 

No.  of  Cases. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Percentage  Mortality. 

Scarlet  Fever 

364 

13 

3-5 

Enteric  Fever 

16 

4 

25-0 

Diphtheria 

38 

8 

210 

Typhus  Fever ... 

— 

— 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  ... 

19 

4 

21-0 

Totals  ... 

437 

29 

6-6 

The  cases  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 


Bootle. 

378 


Litherland 

56 


Formby. 

3 


. V • 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 


Age. 

Bootle. 

Litherland. 

Formby. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

0-1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1-2 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

2 

2-3 

11 

14 

— 

1 

1 

— 

27 

2 

3-4 

10 

14 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25 

2 

4-5 

17 

16 

2 

3 

— 

— 

38 

2 

5-10 

61 

88 

7 

16 

1 

1 

174 

2 

10-15 

21 

35 

3 

8 

— 

— 

67 

1 

15-20 

4 

7 

1 

4 

— 

— 

16 

2 

20-25 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

25-35 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

35-45 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals  ... 

134 

180 

14 

33 

2 

1 

364 

13 

The  deaths  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 


Bootle.  Litherland.  Formby. 

11  ..  2 

Discharges : — 

Bootle.  Litherland.  Formby. 

301  ...  47  ...  3 


65 


DIPHTHERIA. 


Age. 

Bootle. 

Litlierland. 

Formby. 

Totals. 

Deaths. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

0-1 

1-2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

2-3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

2 

1 

8-4 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

4-5 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

5-10 

K 

5 

8 

1 

3 

— 

— 

17 

3 

10-15 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

4 

— 

15-20 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

20-25 

25-35 

35-45 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Totals... 

13 

17 

2 

6 

— 

— 

38 

8 

One  Tracheotomy  Case. 
The  deaths  were  distributed  as  follows : — 


Bootle. 

6 

... 

Litherland. 

2 

... 

Formby. 

Discharges : — 

Bootle. 

24 

Litherland. 

6 

Formby. 
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ENTERIC  FEVER. 


Ape. 

Bootle. 

Litherland. 

Formby. 

Totals. 

' ; i 

Deaths. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

0-5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5-10 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

10-15 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

15-20 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

20-25 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

25-35 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

85-45 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

45-55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals... 

8 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

16 

4 

The  deaths  were  distributed  as  follows : — 

Bootle.  Litherland.  Formby. 

4 ...  — ...  — 

Discharges : — 


Bootle. 

11 


Litherland. 

1 


Formby. 
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SEWERS,  ASHBINS  AND  ASHPITS. 

The  following  information  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board  has 
been  supplied  to  me  by  the  Borough  Engineer. 

“ The  sewerage  system  is  entirely  by  gravitation  discharging  direct  into  the 
River.  The  Borough  is  divided  into  four  drainage  districts  with  four 
separate  outfalls  on  the  River.  One  of  these  outfalls  is  used  solely  for  Bootle, 
and  one  in  addition  conveys  the  sewage  from  Walton  Gaol,  situated  within 
the  City  of  Liverpool,  one  is  used  jointly  with  Liverpool,  and  the  fourth  also 
drains  a portion  of  Seaforth  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  drainage  from 
Litherland,  both  Urban  District  Councils.” 

“ Speaking  generally,  the  sewers  within  the  Borough  are  so  far  as  is 
known,  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  Borough.” 

“ The  sewers  have  good  falls,  and  with  the  exception  of  some  passage 
sewers,  are  self-cleansing,  and  to  these  sewers  Automatic  Flushing  Tanks, 
supplied  with  salt  water,  are  fixed  at  all  heads,  for  assisting  the  cleansing  of 
same.” 

“ The  following  is  a list  of  Ashbins  and  Ashpits  in  the  Borough : — 


Ashbins 

3,239 

Ashpits,  single 

1,628 

Ashpits,  double 

4,437 

Pail  Closets 

431 

Middens,  single 

33 

Middens,  double 

64 

“ In  connection  with  the  Ashbins  and  Ashpits,  Water  Closets  are  in  use. 
The  Pail  Closets,  Middens  and  Privies,  situated  in  the  Orrell  Ward,  recently 
added  to  the  Borough,  are  now  in  course  of  conversion  into  Ashbins  and 
Water  Closets.” 

“ The  method  adopted  is  to  empty  the  Ashpits  or  Ashbins  into  light 
baskets,  which  are  wheeled  along  the  passage  and  emptied  directly  into  a 
covered  cart.” 
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Sanitary  Administration. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  DONE  BY  THE  LADY 
SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 

No.  of  Houses  found  dirty  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  476 

,,  Families  visited  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,775 

,,  Houses  re-visited  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  6,284 

,,  References  to  Sanitary  Inspectors  ...  ...  ...  211 

,,  Enquiry  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

,,  Visits  to  cases  of  minor  infectious  disease  notified  by 

the  Elementary  Education  Authorities  ...  ...  120 

,,  Sub-let  Ilouses  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,607 

,,  Sub-let  Houses  found  dirty  ...  ...  ...  ...  290 

,,  Sub-let  Houses  overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

,,  Other  infringements  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  456 

,,  Routine  visits  to  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

,,  Enquiries  re  Still-births  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

,,  Other  Enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

,,  Visits  made  in  reference  to  infants  under  one  year  of 

age  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,370 

,,  Total  number  of  visits  made  to  Houses  by  the  Lady 

Inspectors  in  respect  of  the  matters  detailed  above  11,918 

NUISANCES. 

No.  of  Complaints  made  by  inhabitants  ...  ...  ...  377 

,,  Nuisances  discovered  on  above  ...  ...  ...  466 

,,  Nuisances  discovered  on  house  to  house  inspection  ...  5,839 

,,  Notices  issued  to  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,214 

,,  Notices  issued  to  occupiers  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

,,  Notes  to  Complainants  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

,,  Notes  sent  to  comply  with  notices  ...  41 

,,  Nuisances  re-inspected ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,184 

,,  Water  closet  conversions  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

,,  Ashpits  substituted  by  bins  (does  not  include  number 

fixed  at  new  property)  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

,,  Informations  laid  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  Convictions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  Magistrates’  Orders  obtained  ...  ..  ...  ...  1 

Amount  of  Fines  and  Costs  ...  ...  ...  ...  £1  5s.  Od. 
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Communications  sent  out  from  Office. 


References  to  the  Borough  Engineer...  ...  ...  ...  241 

,,  ,,  Education  Authorities  ...  ...  ...  402 

,,  ,,  Public  Library  ...  ...  ...  ...  67G 

,,  ,,  House  Surgeon,  Bootle  Hospital ...  ...  676 

,,  ,,  Sunday  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  190 

,,  ,,  Day  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,215 

,,  ,,  Milk  Vendors  ...  ...  ...  ...  352 

Communications  re  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  300 


CANAL  BOATS  ACT. 

Boats  inspected  in  1908  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  200 

Infringements : — 

Registration 

Notification  of  change  of  Master 
Certificates  ... 

Marking 
Overcrowding 
Separation  of  the  Sexes 
Cleanliness  ... 

Ventilation  ... 

Painting  and  Repairing 
Provision  of  Water  Cask  ... 

Removal  of  Bilge  Water  ... 

Notification  of  Infectious  Disease 
Admittance  of  Inspector 
Notices  sent  in  respect  of  same 
Legal  proceedings  taken 


19 

4 

13 


CATTLE  SHIPS. 


No.  Inspected  ... 

,,  Of  Infringements  reported 


116 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

No.  registered  under  the  Public  Health  Act... 

,,  of  day  and  night  inspections 
Infringements  of  Bye-laws  : — 

Failure  to  cleanse  walls  and  ceilings,  &c. 

No.  of  informations  laid  in  respect  of  infringements 
,,  Convictions 


SUB-LET  HOUSES. 

No.  of  Houses  on  Sub-let  Register  ... 

,,  Day  and  night  inspections 
,,  Infringements  of  Sub-let  Bye-laws  ... 

,,  Informations  laid  in  respect  of  infringements 


5 

292 


176 

2,517 

374 

1 


STEPS  TAKEN  TO  PREVENT  SMOKE  NUISANCE. 


No.  of  Observations  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

,,  Notices  served  in  respect  of  excessive  black  smoke  ...  19 

,,  Informations  laid  in  default  of  compliance  with  notices  — 

,,  Informations  laid  in  default  of  compliance  with  Order  — 

Amount  of  Fines  and  Costs  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  — 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSIIOPS. 


No 


of  Milkshops  on  Register 

Shippons  with  dairies  attached 
Inspections  made 
Notices  served  for  defects 
Notices  complied  with  ... 

Notices  served  re  utensils  and  covering  of  milk  vessels 
Notices  served  requiring  the  removal  of  manure 


39 

34 

257 


The  occupiers  of  shippons  and  milkshops  have  from  time  to  time  been 
verbally  cautioned  with  regard  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  premises,  the  cows, 
and  proper  storage  of  milk. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 


Workshops  and  Workplaces  (Excluding  Bakehouses). 


No.  on  Register 
No.  of  Visits  made 
,,  Re-visits 

,,  Workrooms  with  dirty  walls  ... 

» » ».  '>  ceilings 

!J  )!  >,  5)  flOOlS  ... 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  lavatories 

,,  Workrooms  not  properly  ventilated 
,,  Workrooms  found  overcrowded 
,,  Defective  drains  and  water  closets 
,,  Miscellaneous  defects  found  ... 

,,  Notices  issued  on  occupiers 
„ „ ,,  owners 

,,  Notices  complied  with  ... 

,,  References  to  the  Factory  Inspector 


173 

743 

59 

29 

29 
6 
4 
1 

18 

24 

30 
46 
76 
13 


SHOP  HOURS’  ACT. 

No.  of  Shops  visited  by  day  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  222 

„ ■„  „ » night  42 

,,  Instances  in  which  the  provisions  of  the  Act  were 

found  not  to  be  complied  with  ...  16 


BAKEHOUSES. 

\ 

/ 

No.  on  Register 
No.  of  Visits  made 
,,  Re-visits 

,,  Bakehouses  found  dirty  (walls  and  ceilings) 
,,  Notices  issued  for  limewashing 
,,  Bakehouses  limewashed  without  notice 
,,  Notices  for  defective  walls  and  floors 
,,  Notices  to  repair  defective  ceilings 
,,  Notices  to  cleanse  tables,  utensils,  etc. 

,,  References  to  the  Factory  Inspector  ... 


38 

342 

80 

15 

8 

23 

5 

10 

4 
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CONFECTIONERY  BAKEHOUSES. 

No.  on  Register 
,,  of  Visits  made 
,,  of  Re-visits 

,,  found  dirty  (walls  and  ceilings)  ... 

,,  of  Notices  issued  for  limewashing 
,,  Notices  issued  for  defective  drainage... 

,,  Notices  issued  to  cleanse  floors,  utensils,  etc. 

,,  Notices  issued  to  remove  drains 


OUTWORKERS. 


No.  of  Outworkers  on  Register 

,,  Visits  made  to  houses  of  outworkers  ... 

,,  Re-visits 

,,  Notices  served  for  sanitary  defects  at  houses  of 
outworkers  ... 

,,  Unwholesome  premises 
,,  Dirty  walls  and  ceilings 

[All  the  above  notices  were  complied  with.] 


Outworkers  employed  in  Bootle 
for  Liverpool  Firms 

Outworkers  employed  in  Liverpool 
for  Bootle  Firms 


Tailors  or  Tailoresses 
Dressmakers 
Boot  Repairers 
Tailors  or  Tailoresses 
Boot  Repairers 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 

No.  of  Foodshops  visited 

Amount  of  food  seized  in  small  quantities  and  destroyed 
during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1, 

SUMMARY  OF  LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Breaches  of  Common  Lodging  House  Regulations  ... 
Breaches  of  Sub-let  House  Regulations 
Smoke  nuisances 
Defective  drains,  etc.  ... 

Filthy  floors,  woodwork,  etc.  .. 


30 

120 

7 

4 

1 

2 

G 


30 

14G 

7 

8 

3 

6 

11 

2 

22 

2 


684 
722  lbs. 


1 

2 
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Infringements  of  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  ...  ...  14 

,,  ,,  Midwives  Act 

,,  „ Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

Establishing  offensive  trade  without  permission 
Order  obtained  for  removal  of  body  to  Mortuary  ... 

Exposure  of  person  whilst  suffering  from  Infectious  Disease  1 


DISINFECTION. 

No.  of  Houses  disinfected  after  fevers 

,,  Houses  disinfected  after  Phthisis 

,,  Houses  disinfected  after  Measles 

,,  Schools  disinfected  after  Scarlet  Fever 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Measles 

,,  Visits  made  to  infected  houses 
,,  Re-visits  made  to  infected  houses 
,,  Houses  cleaned  in  default  of  owners  ... 

,,  Houses  disinfected  from  other  causes  than  fevers 


530 

53 

2 

11 

3 

6G3 

1,116 

7 

7 


Note. — Since  June,  1903,  all  houses  with  a rental  of  eight  shillings  per 
week  or  under,  have  been  cleansed  after  infectious  disease  (i.e.,  the  walls 
stripped,  and  the  ceilings  whitened)  by  the  Corporation,  free  of  cost. 


FILTHY  HOUSES. 


No.  of  Notices  sent  to  cleanse  the  walls  and  ceilings  of  filthy 
houses 

168 

No.  of  Notices  complied  with ... 

.. 



168 

List  of 

Articles 

Disinfected. 

Bootle. 

Litherland. 

Forraby. 

Totals. 

Mattresses 

646 

93 

12 

751 

Beds 

651 

. 59 

11 

721 

Pillows  and  Bolsters 

1,831 

192 

26 

2,049 

Blankets... 

1,219 

146 

34 

1,399 

Quilts 

783 

90 

11 

884 

Sheets  ... 

1,142 

149 

14 

1,305 

Carpets  ... 

417 

49 

1 

467 

Wearing  Apparel 

4,276 

474 

1,058 

5,808 

Miscellaneous  Articles  ... 

1,955 

261 

573 

2,789 

. Totals  ... 

12,920 

1,513 

1,740 

16,173 

74 


Noth. — These  figures  do  not  include  the  ambulance  bedding  (one  bed, 
one  pillow  and  three  blankets),  which  is  disinfected  after  the  removal  of 
each  case. 

The  following  articles  were  destroyed  by  the  request  of  the  owners,  after 
infectious  disease  : — 

Mattresses  ... 

Pillows 
Quilts 

Miscellaneous 
Beds  ... 

Blankets 
Wearing  Apparel 


FLUSHING. 

The  flushing  gang  consists  of  two  Corporation  workmen,  and  one 
Liverpool  waterman. 

No.  of  Private  houses  at  which  drains  were  flushed  ...  13,107 
,,  Passage  sewers  flushed  ...  ...  ...  ...  532 

,,  Public  buildings  at  which  drains  were  flushed  ...  48 

An  average  of  a day-and-a-half  per  week  has  been  devoted  to  the  flushing 
of  premises  in  which  cases  of  fever  had  occurred. 

The  drains  at  the  Bootle  Borough  Hospital  were  flushed  17  times  during 
the  year. 

The  amount  of  fresh  water  used  during  the  year  was  3,531,130  gallons, 
with  the  addition  of  130,500  gallons  of  salt  water  supplied  from  the  Corpora- 
tion salt  water  hydrants,  used  one  half-day  in  each  week. 

During  the  summer  months  a second  flushing  gang  was  employed,  whose 
special  work  was  the  flushing  of  back  passages. 


Table  1.— County  Borough  of  Bootle. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1908  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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The  Union  Workhouse  is  not  within  the  District. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1908. 
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Notifiable  Disease. 

Small-pox  

Cholera 

Diphtheria — Membranous 
Croup  

Erysipelas  

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 1 

Eelapsing  Fever  

Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever  

Plague  ...  

Phthisis  

Totals  

78 
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CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1908. 


Deaths  in  whole  Districi 

AT 

Deaths  in 

Localities 

Total  Deaths 

subjoined  Ages. 
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Stnnlt 
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|M 
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Ward 

in  Public 
Institutions  in 
the  District. 

Small-pox 

Measles  

34 

4 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

15 

9 

6 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

17 

1 

9 

5 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

1 

9 

1 

15 

Whooping  Cough 

42 

16 

24 

i 

— 

1 

— 

9 

1 

11 

8 

11 

2 

— 

Diphtheria  and  Mem- 
branous Croup 

14 

2 

9 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

4 

1 

2 

— 

5 

l Typhus  

Fever  - Enteric 

1 

— 



— 



1 







1 









5 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

9 

— 

4 

( Other  Continued 

— 

Epidemic  Influenza 

9 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

8 

2 

2 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

Cholera 

— 

Plague  

— 

Diarrhcea 

53 

35 

15 

— 

— 

2 

1 

6 

6 

12 

14 

10 

5 

1 

Enteritis 

25 

17 

3 

1 

— 

4 

— 

2 

1 

5 

12 

4 

i 

— 

Marasmus  and  Inanition 

48 

45 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

22 

7 

10 

i 

— 

Convulsions  

30 

25 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

6 

6 

6 

o 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Septic  Diseases  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Phthisis  ...  

101 

— 

2 

7 

22 

69 

4 

13 

12 

34 

16 

26 

3 

2 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

29 

6 

9 

7 

3 

4 

— 

4 

2 

5 

11 

5 

2 

2 

Cancer, Malignant  Disease 

53 

— 

1 

— 

— 

28 

24 

11 

9 

10 

6 

14 

3 

2 

Bronchitis  

116 

27 

8 

4 

3 

49 

25 

16 

15 

25 

39 

16 

5 

3 

Pneumonia  

130 

31 

27 

4 

3 

51 

14 

21 

10 

29 

26 

37 

7 

6 

Pleurisy  

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

3 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Res- 
piratory Organs 

12 

2 

— 

1 

2 

7 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

3 

3 

— 

Alcoholism  I 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  1 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

1 

2 

i 

2 

1 

2 

1 

— 

Venereal  Diseases 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth 

45 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

4 

9 

9 

6 

8 

1 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of 

4 

1 

Q 

4 

Parturition  

Heart  Diseases  

55 

2 

2 

— 

3 

29 

19 

4 

13 

14 

14 

9 

1 

4 

Accidents 

27 

3 

3 

6 

— 

14 

1 

4 

4 

9 

8 

2 

28 

Suicides  

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Senile  Decay  

67 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

59 

12 

7 

21 

14 

11 

2 

— 

Not  Certified  

42 

16 

1 

3 

— 

10 

12 

6 

2 

13 

10 

10 

1 

— 

All  other  Causes 

229 

32 

32 

12 

10 

103 

40 

47 

37 

46 

37 

56 

6 

17 

All  causes | 

1225 

314 

183 

57 

52 

40S 

211 

189 

152 

204 

260 

266 

54 

95 

I.  Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  outside  the  District — 

Li  nacre  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital ; Bootle  Borough  Hospital. 

II.  Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  District — Mill 

Road  Infirmary  ; Belmont  Road  Workhouse  ; Walton  Workhouse  ; Rainhill  Asylum  ; 
Royal  Infirmary  ; Stanley  Hospital  ; Northern  Hospital  ; Southern  Hospital  ; 
Children’s  Infirmary  ; Consumption  Hospital  ; Hospital  for  Women;  Turner  Mem- 
orial Home  ; St.  Joseph’s  Home  ; Home  for  Incurables. 

III.  Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which  have  been  distributed  among  the  several  localities 

in  the  District — Nil. 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District  ? — No. 


Table  5. — INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1908. 

Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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Births  in  the  year-Legitimate,  2,147 ; Illegitimate,  35. 
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BOOTLE  CORPORATION  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL. 

Statistics  for  Five  Years  ended  31st  March,  1909. 


Year  to  31st  March. 

1904-5. 

1905-6. 

1906-7. 

1907-3. 

1908-9. 

Total  for 
five  years. 

Annual  Cost— 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Ordinary  expenditure.. 

2,407 

2,723 

2,957 

2,851 

3,052 

14,050 

Extraordinary  expendi- 
ture   

339 

339 

339 

339 

339 

1,695 

Principal  and  Interest.. 

406 

397 

387 

378 

369 

1,937 

3,212 

3,459 

3,683 

3,568 

3,760 

17,682 

Patents  — 

Remaining  from  pre- 
vious year 

33 

20 

46 

29 

20 

59 

Admitted  during  year... 

288 

350 

405 

314 

487 

1,844 

Total  treated 

321 

370 

451 

343 

507 

1,903 

Remaining  at  end  of  year 

20 

46 

29 

20 

43 

43 

No.  of  days  residence... 

12,767 

14,962 

18,499 

14,408 

22,553 

83,189 

Average  daily  number 
of  patients 

35  0 

41-0 

51  0 

39-4 

6P8 

45-6 

Average  residence  per 
patient  (days)  

39-7 

40-4 

41  0 

420 

44-5 

43 -7 

Ordinary  Expenditure 
Only — 

Average  cost  per  patient 

S.  (1. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

per  day 

3 10-4 

3 7'7 

3 2-3 

3 11  5 

2 8-5 

3 4-5 

Averege  cost  per  patient 

£7  13  8-5 

£7  7 2-3 

£6  11  1-6 

£8  6 2-8 

£6  0 4-7 

£7  7 7-9 

Average  cost  per  bed 
occupied  per  annum... 

C70  9 9 

£66  8 3 

£57  19  7 

£72  7 2-5 

£49  7 8-4 

£61  12  55 

Principal  and  Interest 
and  Extraordinary 
Expenditure — 
Average  cost  per  day 

s.  d. 

d. 

d. 

d. 

d. 

d. 

per  patient 

1 2-0 

11-8 

9-4 

11-9 

7*5 

105 

Average  Residence 
Classified  as  to 
Disease — 

Cases.  Days 

Cases.  Days. 

Cases.  Days 

Cases.  Davs. 

Cases.  Days. 

Scarlet 

241  44-9 

306  43-7 

350  44-6 

264  45-8 

433  47'1 

Enteric 

25  32-6 

17  26  7 

42  32-3 

36  35  3 

21  270 

Diphtheria 

52  20  4 

45  25  0 

56  25  3 

43  24  5 

51  306 

Smallpox 



1 120 







Other  diseases 

3 20  0 

1 20 

3 32  0 

— — 

2 14  0 

321  39-7 

370  40-4 

451  410 

343  42  0 

507  44-5 

Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  in  each  street  during  each  month  of  the  year. 

1908. 
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